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ODFW and the Coquille Indian Tribe 

Frequently Asked Questions: 2022 Agreement on Fishing 

Regulations 

October 2022 

BACKGROUND 

ODFW and the Coquille Indian Tribe (CIT) adopted a cooperative partnership to collaborate, 
share resources and work as partners to develop and implement plans to protect, restore, and 
enhance fish and wildlife populations and their habitat within a five-county area of southwest 
Oregon. 

The partnership covers Coos, Curry, Jackson, Douglas, and Lane counties and the adjacent 
Territorial Sea (zero to three miles offshore) of the Pacific Ocean. This is the Tribe’s “Service 
Area” (SA) as defined by the federal government. In June 2022, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission adopted a Memorandum of Agreement that made the partnership possible.  

What does the cooperative partnership do? 

• It advances the government-to-government relationship between the state and the Tribe.
It enhances tribal sovereignty and the Tribe's ability to contribute to positive outcomes
for fish and wildlife. A cooperative example is the partnership between the Tribe and
ODFW to rebuild the Coquille River fall chinook salmon population.

• It gives the CIT a stronger voice in protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife, and their
habitats for future generations of Oregonians which is also ODFW’s mission.

• It allows licensed tribal members to harvest fish and wildlife for cultural ceremonies and
subsistence harvest. Harvest is regulated, licensed, monitored, and enforced by the
tribal government in partnership with ODFW and OSP. The Tribe is committed to
enforcing state laws to ensure public safety related to hunting.

o By increasing access to first foods managed by ODFW, the state of Oregon is
addressing historic losses of opportunity for the CIT and impacts to their cultural
well-being.

o Coquille tribal members who already participate in hunting, fishing, or trapping
are likely to shift to tribal licenses and tags instead of state licenses and tags.

o The Tribe‘s data shows an average of 200-250 members engage in fishing
and/or hunting activities each year through previous purchases of ODFW license
products.

o Within the Tribe’s service area, ODFW sells approximately 100,000 hunting,
angling, and shellfish licenses. Tribal members participating in harvest will be a
very small fraction of the hunting and fishing occurring in Southwest Oregon.

The Coquille Tribal Council adopted fishing regulations to create opportunities for tribal 
members to harvest fish beginning Oct. 29, 2022. The Tribe and ODFW worked to develop 
these subsistence harvest opportunities and associated harvest reporting. 
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FAQ on CIT Fishing Seasons: 
 
Where can Coquille Tribal members fish and shellfish? 

Licensed tribal members may fish on waterbodies where fishing is permitted in the SA. With 

landowner permission, tribal fishing can also occur on private lands in this SA. 

What is the duration of the agreement? 

The angling regulations remain in effect until superseded by future rules or agreements. This is 

expected to occur. 

What is subsistence harvest, and can tribal members fish for both recreational and 

subsistence harvest?  

Subsistence harvest is harvest consistent with tribal cultural practices for acquiring traditional 

foods and other resources for personal, familial or community sharing. Subsistence harvest 

provides the opportunity for traditional foods to be central to the diet of tribal members. 

Subsistence harvest must be reported per agreement between ODFW and the Tribe. As with 

recreational fishing, harvest reporting helps ODFW monitor and adaptively manage these fish.  

CIT-issued fishing licenses are used within the SA and follow Oregon Sport Fishing Regulation 

harvest limits for wild fish. An ODFW license is required to fish outside the SA.  

Will there be a cap on the number of Coquille tribal fishers? 

No, any enrolled tribal member, regardless of residency location and age is eligible to 

participate in subsistence and ceremonial fishing privileges within the SA. 

What about ceremonial harvest? 

Traditional foods, such as salmon, crab, white sturgeon, and other fish species are integral to 

ceremonies and cultural practices and traditions of the CIT.  

The Tribal Council may issue separate ceremonial harvest permits for Dungeness crab and 

white sturgeon. Permits will be issued year-round as needed to select tribal members to harvest 

on behalf of the Tribe for these events.  

ODFW and OSP will be notified in advance of a ceremonial fishery and provided copies of the 

permits. The Tribe may also propose ceremonial harvest of other species in consultation with 

ODFW. 

Annual ceremonial harvest will be reported to ODFW. Harvest gear follows subsistence fishing 

regulations as adopted by the CIT. 

 

TRIBAL SUBSISTENCE FISHING REGULATIONS  

CIT follows season and water body open dates and harvest methods per the Oregon Sport 

Fishing Regulations and in-season regulation updates. Exceptions to standard bag limit and 

gear regulations exist for some fish and shellfish as follows: 
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• Hatchery Salmon and Steelhead (Inland): 

o Daily bag limit – 5 fish.  

o No annual bag limit. 

o Immediate catch recording on CIT-issued Fish Harvest Tag. 

o Annual reporting of number of each species by water body. 

 

• White Sturgeon (applies to waters currently open within the SA): 

o Daily bag limit – 2 fish. 

o Annual bag limit – 4 fish.  

o Retain only fish 38” – 54” fork length. 

o Immediate catch recording on CIT-issued Fish Harvest Tag. 

o Annual reporting of white sturgeon harvest by water body. 

 

• Surf and Marine Perch: 

o Daily bag limit – 30. 

o No annual bag limit. 

o Annual harvest reporting required.  

 

 

• Dungeness Crab:  

o Daily bag limit – 24. 

o No annual bag limit. 

o Males only, 5.75” carapace width minimum. 

o No limit on the number of rings/pots per person. 

o ODFW buoy marking rules apply. 

o Ocean closure Oct. 16 – Nov. 30 applies. 

 

• Red Rock Crab:  
o Daily bag limit: 48. 
o No annual bag limit. 
o No size or sex restrictions. 
o No limit on the number of rings/pots per person. 
o ODFW buoy marking rules apply. 
o Ocean closure Oct. 16 – Nov. 30 applies. 

 

• Shrimp: 

o Daily bag limit – 40 pounds in the shell. 

o No annual bag limit. 

 

 

• Bay Clams:  

o No daily or annual bag limit. 

o 2022 Tribal Clam Permits remain valid through Dec. 31, 2022. 

 

• Mussels: 
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o Daily bag limit – 144. 

o No annual bag limit. 

 

• Scallops: 

o Daily bag limit – 48. 

o No annual bag limit. 

 

• Urchins: 

o No daily or annual bag limit. 

 

• Barnacles, Shore Crabs, & Other Marine Invertebrates Not Specifically Listed: 

o Daily bag limit – one 5-gallon bucket in aggregate. 

 

TRIBAL CEREMONIAL AND CULTURAL USE HARVEST REGULATIONS 

• White Sturgeon: Ceremonial permits may be issued to specific tribal members to take a 

combined annual CIT total of up to five white sturgeon (38-54” fork length) from coastal 

rivers/bays within the Tribe’s SA. 

• Dungeness Crab:  Ceremonial permits may be issued to specific tribal member harvest 

crew leaders for harvesting Dungeness crab. The intent of this specially permitted 

harvest is to supply the CIT with crab sufficient for two to three Tribal community-wide 

ceremonies/cultural events each year. 

• Other Species:  The CIT may wish to secure other fish/shellfish species for 

ceremonial/cultural events. If the Tribe wishes to issue permits for ceremonial/cultural 

harvest for other species, it will make a proposal to ODFW with additional detailed 

information and seek concurrence on that harvest. 

 

 


