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East Region
Nick Myatt, Region Manager

Beaver survey on Burnt River

The Grande Ronde Watershed selected the North
Fork of the Burnt River in Baker County as their

Beaver Emphasis Area (BEA). On August 2,
2023, thirteen volunteers from the U.S. Forest
Service, Powder Basin Watershed Council, and
ODFW conducted a rapid assessment beaver
survey on 30 miles of the North Fork of the
Burnt River and four adjacent tributaries.
Current, recent, and past beaver activity was
documented through the Survey 123 application
by individual surveyors and later analyzed by
ODFW staff.
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A beaver dam on the Noth Fork of the urnt Riv, 2023.

ODFW photo.

Survey results include nearly 200 confirmed
beaver activities with 47 dam structures.
Ongoing restoration work by the Powder Basin
Watershed Council on Camp Creek was also
observed and documented. Future surveys,
restoration work, and habitat improvements will
be discussed with public lands partners.

Evidence of a fresh beaver chew in the North Fork of the
Burnt River, 2023. ODFW photo.

The survey was an important first step to
implement ODFW’s beaver action plan in this
BEA, to understand where beavers are currently
colonizing and where connectivity is limiting.
Data collected from the survey will be used to
identify priority areas to further inventories on
private lands and to identify future restoration
opportunities.

Lower Owhyee bighorn sheep surveys
The Lower Owyhee bighorn sheep herd is the
third oldest reintroduced California herd located
in southeast Oregon. This herd had a population
of around 400 but an exposure to Mycoplasma
ovipenumonia (M.ovi) was detected in October
2015. Following the exposure to M.ovi, 75% of
the herd died. The following years, helicopter
surveys conducted in late winter were flown and
the number of bighorns observed during these
surveys declined as well. In 2021, only one
group of 11 bighorns was observed.
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California bighorn sheep seen through aerial infred lens
during 2023 survey. Owyhee Air photo

The decision to move forward in recovering this
herd became a district priority in 2022, and the
first goal was to establish a population estimate
to inform management decisions. This year,
three surveys were conducted: an aerial infrared
survey, traditional helicopter survey and
saturated ground survey. In January, a contracted
aerial infrared imagery survey observed 14
sheep. In February, the annual ODFW aerial
composition survey observed 67 sheep.

On May 20, the saturated ground survey team
observed 82 individual sheep with 41 ewes, 14
lambs, and 27 rams. Approximately 120
volunteers and agency staff surveyed 47 areas
within the Lower Owyhee herd range.
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California bighorn ewes with lamb bhotographed thrugh a
spotting scope during ground surveys in May 2023. Photo
by David O’Conner.

The implementation of three separate survey
methods in the same year offers a unique
analysis of the utility of those methods in the
area. Funding for the aerial infrared flight and

mileage reimbursement for volunteers for the
saturated ground survey was received from a
grant by the National Wild Sheep Foundation,
which was submitted by Idaho-Oregon-Nevada
(ION), a bighorn working group comprised of
nonprofits and state wildlife management
agencies in Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada.

Statewide wildlife staff meeting recap
Wildlife Division hosted a three-day meeting for
wildlife staff from around the state. The purpose
of the meeting was to discuss emerging
management issues and research projects as well
as to provide a networking environment for
attendees. A total of 125 ODFW staff joined the
meeting at Lake Creek Youth Camp which
included deputy directors, watershed and region
managers, district and assistant wildlife
biologists, wildlife habitat biologists, area
managers, research staff and seasonal interns.

Lake Creek

YOUTH CAMP

il el 1L VR
The statewide wildlife biologist meeting took place at Lake
Creek Youth Camp about 30 miles from John Day.

The John Day district wildlife biologist, Ryan
Torland, kicked off the meeting with an
overview of the area and history. Division staff
gave an update on Wildlife-Human Attack
Response Team training which led into media
relations training provided by I&E staff. Other
topics on the first day included Northwestern
pond turtle research and beaver action plan
updates. Food was catered by Lake Creek staff.
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Wildlife staff listen to a presentation during the statewide
meeting at Lake Creek Youth Camp lodge 2023.

On Wednesday morning, staff from the Wildlife
Health Lab presented on best practices for
disease sampling and how to perform necropsies.
Breakout sessions followed to discuss field
safety and preparedness. ODFW’s archaeologists
presented an overview of artifact findings on
wildlife areas and upcoming training
requirements. During the afternoon session, a
lengthy discussion and detailed presentation was
given wolf management. Oregon Conservation
Strategy trivia, Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
planning, Bat Hub and Good Neighbor Authority
updates rounded out the day.
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A necropsy demonstration during e statewide wildlife biologist
meeting at Lake Creek Youth Camp, 2023. ODFW photo.

Thursday’s presentations and discussions
included a history of Oregon elk damage and
management, new hunt considerations, wildlife
crossings and Priority Wildlife Connective Areas
(PWCAYS), captive wildlife issues, mitigation
policy and also the use of remote cameras in
research.

West Region
Chris Kern, Region Manager

2023 BioBlitz Amphibian Surveys
Multiple staff and interns conducted BioBlitz
2023 High Lakes Amphibian Surveys, focusing
on Oregon Conservation Strategy and Oregon
Connectivity Assessment and Mapping Project
(OCAMP) species. Nine lakes within the
Jefferson Wilderness were surveyed, plus areas
in between. Species detected included western
toad, Cascades frog, Pacific treefrog,
northwestern salamander, northwestern garter
snake, American pika, Townsend’s chipmunk,
common nighthawk, bald Eagle, and golden
eagle.

Adult Cascades frog found at Duffy Lake in the Jefferson
Wilderness

Snorkel surveys underway

Corvallis Fish staff observed lots of juvenile
steelhead and salmon in the Little North Fork
Santiam. The pool below Salmon Falls was
especially jam-packed with 800+ juveniles. An
adult Chinook was also observed, and some
exceptionally large trout were seen in other
places in the river. The Little North Fork Road
remains closed to the public as a result of the
2020 fires.

Stage 8 habitat project at Finn Rock

With the help of a large contingent of volunteers,
Springfield Fish staff and Willamette National
Forest staff conducted a fish salvage on the
McKenzie River Trust’s (MRT) Finn Rock
property in preparation for the final work on the
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Stage 8 habitat project that was completed in
early August. A total of 1,404 salmon, trout,
lamprey, sculpins, suckers and dace, crayfish,
and Pacific giant salamander were salvaged. This
very exciting project is being led by MRT, the
Willamette National Forest and the McKenzie
Watershed Council and is designed to provide
150 acres of high-quality habitat for fish and
wildlife including Chinook salmon, rainbow,
cutthroat and bull trout as well as western pond
and painted turtles.

Fish salvage operation at Finn Rock. photo by Adam
Spencer with Eugene Water & Electric Board.

Cougar visits Haystack Rock

On Sunday morning, July 16, 2023, Tillamook
Wildlife staff responded to a report of a cougar
on Haystack Rock in Cannon Beach. The adult
male cougar remained on the rock for nearly 24
hours before making its way back to shore under
cover of darkness early Monday morning. Media
interest in the situation was extremely high and it
remained a hot topic for several days. The
Haystack Rock cougar was not the only one that
made headlines, as public reports in Nehalem
Bay, Troutdale, Gresham, Lincoln City and other
areas in the West Region have generated
consistent media attention over the last several
weeks. I&E staff provided multiple interviews
discussing safety tips and information on living
with cougars to several TV, radio and online
news outlets.

Cougar on Haystack Rock. Photo courtesy of Khula Makhalira.

Air stocking completed

High Cascade lake trout stocking occurred July
10-14 from Mt. Hood in the north to Klamath in
the south. This year 312 individual lakes were
stocked with 123,750 sterile triploid rainbow
trout and 98,700 sterile triploid brook trout.
Thanks to all the district biologists, assistant
district biologists, hatchery staff, and other staff
members who made this year’s stocking a
success.
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Helicopter returns to Hood River loading zone with the aerial
stocking device.
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Information and Education
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator

Protect Oregon’s Wildlife — Turn in
Poachers

Billboards, social media, online, video and
magazine ads are helping increase awareness of
poaching and its impact on fish, wildlife and
habitat.

The Protect Oregon’s Wildlife — Turn in
Poachers advertising campaign launched in early
August. It is part of an anti-poaching initiative
approved by the -

legislature in \
2019 with
support from the
Oregon Hunters
Association,

Defenders of Protect
Wildlife and the Oregon’s Wildlife
Oregon Turn in Poachers
Spoftsm_an’s
Legislative

Caucus.

The three-prong approach to combat poaching
focuses on:

1) Increasing Awareness — ODFW is managing
outreach and education efforts to encourage
reporting of illegal killing of fish and
wildlife.

2) Increasing Enforcement — Oregon State
Police Fish and Wildlife Division received
funding for four additional troopers and one
Sergeant to enforce fish and wildlife laws.

3) Increasing Prosecution — The Department of
Justice hired a dedicated special prosecutor
to assist district attorneys prosecute fish and
wildlife cases.

The Protect Oregon’s Wildlife advertising
campaign will use multiple tools — social media,
targeted emails, the internet, videos and online
ads that show up when users visit outdoor
locations, related businesses and attend special
events like sportsman’s shows. Content will be
translated into Spanish and Russian.

A new website — ProtectOregonsWildlife.com —
features tips on how to recognize poaching, the

impact of poaching on wildlife populations, and
how to report using the state’s Turn In Poachers
(TIP) Line.

wild animals were

poached in Oregon
last year—-that we
know of. |

The campaign messaging, color palette, and
materials bring a new look and feel to stop
poaching advertising. The goal is to let hunters
and non-hunters, anglers and kayakers,
birdwatchers and bikers, and all other
Oregonians know how they can help stop
poaching and protect fish and wildlife for future
generations.

Singing Fish Win Award

The Drought Awareness Campaign, developed
during last year’s drought, was recognized by the
Association for Conservation Information. The
campaign, which
featured
animated fish
singing a shanty
about the
impacts of the
drought, won
first place for the
best use of
humor in a
communications
and education campaign. The campaign targeted
hunters, anglers, outdoor recreationists and the
conservation community. The ads directed
people to droughtinfo.org for information on the
impacts of drought on fish, wildlife and habitat
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https://www.protectoregonswildlife.com/
https://dfw.state.or.us/drought/assets/video/Fish%20Shanty%20ODFW_OTT.mp4
https://dfw.state.or.us/drought/assets/video/Fish%20Shanty%20ODFW_OTT.mp4
http://droughtinfo.org/

and tips on how to recreate responsibly during
the drought.

The site includes an online toolkit so partner
agencies and organizations can download and
distribute the materials through their network.

Last year’s campaign was funded through a grant
from the Oregon Conservation and Recreation
Fund. Campaign materials are being used again
this year as Oregon struggles through another
summer with high temperatures, low water and
drought conditions throughout the state.

Oregon State Police
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife
Division

Joint ocean patrol between OSP, TCSO and USCG. '

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division
Troopers conducted a boat patrol on the ocean,
focusing enforcement on the dory fleet out of
Pacific City. They were accompanied by a Coast
Guard Lieutenant and Tillamook County Marine
Deputy. The Troopers cited a subject for Angling
Prohibited Method (barbed hooks) and Fail to
Validate (hatchery coho). The coho was seized.
Another subject was also cited for Angling
Prohibited Method (barbed hooks).

Oregon State Police assisting with Bedrock Fire.

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division
members assisted the Lane County Sheriff’s
Office with evacuations and roadblocks just after
the Bedrock fire began. All campers in Bedrock
campground were safely evacuated and
roadblocks were quickly established to keep the
public out of the affected area.

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper patrolling the high lakes.

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division
members conducted a saturation patrol of the
high lakes in the Mt. Hood National Forest and
other areas within Hood River, Wasco, and
Clackamas counties. All bodies of water were
extremely packed with people attempting to beat
the heat. The primary focus was on angling and
marine board violations. During the patrol, 54
electronic boat exams were completed with
approximately 60 marine boards warning being
issued. Most warnings occurred with regards to
life vests and no sound producing devices on
Stand Up Paddleboards. Approximately 75
anglers were contacted during the saturation with
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https://dfw.state.or.us/drought/

numerous angling warnings being issued. Eight
citations were issued for angling violations and
13 trout were seized. In addition, Troopers gave
a warning for a campfire violation and assisted
an elderly woman who had taken a bad fall at
Timothy Lake. Troopers assisted her and her
husband to their vehicle.

Conservation Program
Emily VanWyk, Acting Oregon Conservation
Strategy Coordinator

Klamath Dam bat study

ODFW biologists from the conservation
program, wildlife population health lab, and
hydropower program collaborated with partner
staff from the US Fish and Wildlife Service and
OSU Northwest bat hub to mist net and Passive
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tag over 100 bats
as part of an effort to study replacement bat roost
use in conjunction with the Klamath dam
removal project.

Captured and PIT tagged, a Yuma myotis, is photographed
during the Klamath Dam removal study, 2023. ODFW
photo.

This project is funded by a small grant from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that focuses on
answering data gaps on life history of species of
bats that are susceptible to White Nose
Syndrome. Specifically, this work aims to
establish best practice guidance on providing
replacement roost sites for bats displaced from
traditional roost sites. To accomplish this,
biologists captured and tagged bats at the
traditional maternity roost within a structure
slated for decommission as part of the larger
Klamath dam removal project.
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Biologists work to PIT ta a bat during Kmath Dam
removal project. ODFW photo.

Biologists also worked with staff from
PacifiCorp and Klamath River Renewal
Corporation to install replacement bat roost
structures on the landscape nearby the traditional
roost location. These replacement bat roost
structures are at varying distances, of different
sizes, and are made of different materials to test
different variables that may contribute to use.
Replacement bat roost structures are also fitted
with temperature and humidity loggers to
compare conditions to the traditional roost site,
as well as antenna to monitor when tagged bats
use replacement roosts.

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA
RIVER PROGRAM

Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia
River Program Manager

OSCRP works to make annual
Willamette spring Chinook forecasts
more accessible.

Each year, staff from the Ocean Salmon and
Columbia River Program (OSCRP) forecasts the
number of adult spring Chinook salmon
returning to the Willamette River. These
forecasts serve as a starting point for annual in-
season management and can also provide anglers
an early and important glimpse into how a
season may unfold; allowing them to get a jump
on planning out their fishing trips.
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Some of ODFW’s strategic goals and objectives
are to increase angler participation and enhance
angler satisfaction. To help achieve these ends,
OSCRP has been developing an online
application, or “app,” to allow easier access to
the Willamette River spring Chinook forecasts
and to allow for comparisons of those forecasts
to actual returns.

The draft interface currently consists of three
tabs: Data, Documents, and Tutorial. The “Data”
tab allows users to graph the various estimates
for the total Willamette return, including total
adult returns, as well as age-specific
components. Here, users can create and view
figures that allow a variety of comparisons, e.g.,
estimates of actual returns (1975-2022), prior
year’s forecasts (1999-2022), and the current
year’s (2023) forecast (see Figure 1 for an
example plot). For those more statistically
minded, the tool also allows users to fit curves to
estimates of run-reconstructed returns and raw
data for specified ranges can be downloaded.
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Figure 1. Example plot from Willamette spring
Chinook forecast and return tool.

In the “Documents” tab, users can view and
download memos and reports describing the
details of the forecasting process, including
descriptions of models used to generate the
forecasts, complete run reconstructions, and
other details surrounding management of
Willamette River spring Chinook fisheries.
The “Tutorial” tab includes a video that walks
users through the app and highlights its various
functions.

OSCRP staff are continuing to work on the app
to potentially make it more interactive, but we
already see this draft version as a promising
foundation on which to build. Regardless, in its
current form or with enhancements, the app will
provide useful information to both managers and
the public.

The current version of the Willamette River
spring-summer Chinook salmon forecasting
application can be found at:
https://oscrpapps.shinyapps.io/WillRetAppV2/.
Please visit the “Tutorial” tab for an overview of
the app. Direct questions to Adam Storch
(adam.j.storch@odfw.oregon.gov)
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