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Mule Deer Management Plan

ODFW’s Wildlife Division and East Region staff
are currently leading an update of the Mule Deer
Management Plan, which was last revised in

2003. The Plan will be informed by the wealth of
science and new information generated by
ODFW and our partners over the last 20 years.
This includes research on the causes of poor
population performance, new analysis of the
movement patterns of over 1,400 collared mule
deer, and planned actions in response to declines.
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mule deer is fitted with a GPS collar. ODFW ph‘(;to.

The Commission will be briefed on the Plan
update process in September 2023 and staff will
present the Plan for Commission consideration in
February 2024.

The goal for the revised Plan is to ensure that
ODFW is managing mule deer with the most
current scientific knowledge of mule deer
populations, mule deer habitat condition, and
public values. ODFW has already invested
heavily in monitoring techniques such as GPS
collars that will allow for more effective
monitoring and harvest management under the
revised plan.

In January 2023, ODFW created a website to
release draft chapters and provide information to
the public on the plan update process. A public
comment form was created to collect input on
draft chapters. Public comments will be used to
revise draft chapters for the final draft plan.
Members of the public are also able to register to
receive email alerts when new content is
available for review.

Also in January, ODFW posted a Herd Range
Technical Report which described the scientific
process for developing mule deer herd ranges,
which are a key part of the plan revision process.
ODFW used movement data from collared mule
deer to define geographic boundaries of mule
deer herds.

Twenty-two herd ranges developed from mule deer movement
data (blue lines). ODFW lllustration.

Defining populations based on observed animal
movements will allow ODFW to collect data,
estimate populations, and implement
management on a more meaningful biological
scale than on the smaller Wildlife Management
Unit scale (see pages 7-9 of the Technical
Report).

OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS


https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/management_plans/mule_deer/index.asp
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/management_plans/mule_deer/index.asp
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/management_plans/mule_deer/index.asp
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/management_plans/mule_deer/Delineation_of_Mule_Deer_Herd_ranges_in_Eastern_Oregon_Draft_Final_11Jan23.pdf
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/management_plans/mule_deer/Delineation_of_Mule_Deer_Herd_ranges_in_Eastern_Oregon_Draft_Final_11Jan23.pdf

The first three chapters of the Plan have also
been posted. Staff will continue drafting chapters
throughout the summer and early fall and
anticipate a complete first draft of the plan by
October.

ODFW is hosting public webinars to discuss the
contents of newly released draft chapters. The
webinars allow staff to engage with interested
people from across the state throughout the plan
development process, convey the information in
the draft chapters, and answers questions along
the way. Through this process ODFW seeks to
build support for the updated Plan from a broad
range of interested people.

The first webinar was held on April 17 (a
recording is available on the website). Some
technical difficulties were experienced during the
broadcast but feedback on the content was
generally positive. Moving forward, the webinar
format will be altered to reduce the chance of
technical issues while providing an opportunity
for viewers to submit questions for staff to
answer in real time.

The next webinar is scheduled for June 13, at 6
p.m., and will be livestreamed on YouTube and
ODFW'’s website:
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/managemen
t_plans/mule_deer/index.asp

Webinars are planned for the remainder of 2023.
Specific dates will be announced as they are
scheduled. The best way stay updated is to sign
up for email alerts on the mule deer plan website.

Wildlife Human Attack Response
Training

ODFW hosted a Wildlife Human Attack
Response Training (WHART) workshop in
Sunriver, April 24-28. The training was
sponsored by the Western Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies, taught by the British
Columbia Conservation Officers Service
(BCCOS) and attended by wildlife staff from
ODFW and from 15 other western states,
provinces, and Tribes.

The training focused on responding to attacks by
large carnivores, such as black bear and cougar,
but also included case studies and best practices
involving grizzly bear, coyote, and wolf.
Participants learned how to identify wildlife
evidence and how to understand predator
behavior and what to expect in the field.

mock wildlife attack

S practice evidence col
scene. ODFW photo.

The five-day workshop creates an interactive,
reality-based, team learning environment
designed specifically to train first responders.
Teams were provided with information on how
to investigate a wildlife attack thoroughly,
professionally, and safely.

Participants applied their new skills and
knowledge acquired throughout the week in a
final, reality-based scenario. Mock attack scenes
were constructed by BCCOS and set up in the
Deschutes National Forest near Sunriver.
Volunteers from the community were able to
assist in role-playing during the field session
such as distraught family members, concerned
citizens, and media. The workshop concluded
with a final exam and passing participants
received certificates.

Prior to attending the event, participants took
National Incident Management System - Incident
Command System (ICS) training which has also
been adopted by Canada’s first responders and is
used during human-wildlife attack responses to
organize resources and keep the public informed.
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The following agencies’ staff attended WHART:
e Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game
e Government of the Northwest Territories
- Dept. of Environment & Climate
Change
Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game
Navajo Nation - Dept. of Fish & Wildlife
Nevada Dept. of Wildlife
Nisqually Indian Tribe
ODFW
Oregon State Police Fish & Wildlife
Division
Parks Canada
USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife
Wyoming Game & Fish Dept.

West Region

Chris Kern, Region Manager

BearWise tips mailed to residents and
businesses on Hwy 26

North Willamette Watershed District (NWWD)
wildlife staff worked with Information and
Education staff to mail 3,000 signed letters
containing advice on preventing bear conflict to
residents living along the Highway 26 corridor to
Mt. Hood. These relatively small communities
accounted for more than half of all reported bear
conflicts in the Cascade portion of the NWWD
over the last three years. Staff also posted
BearWise flyers at over 30 businesses and
distributed more than 200 “Oregon is Bear
Country” brochures in the area. Letters were also
mailed to 70 food-related businesses and camps.

North Coast beaver restoration projects
North Coast Watershed District staff toured
beaver dam analog (BDA) and restoration
projects along Oak Ranch Creek, Lousignont
Creek, Bear Creek, and the North Fork Nehalem
River. Staff saw projects that have been
successful and others that have not. The tour was
very informative for future projects and the
development of ideas related to process-based
restoration for beaver and coho habitat. Several
beaver ponds, dams, and chews were found
indicating recent beaver activity at some of these
sites.

One successful BDA project staff observed is
increasing wetted area and connecting the stream
to its floodplain. The BDA was constructed with
natural-cut log posts and weaved with branches
to mimic the effects of beaver-made dams. Pools
and ponds are created, providing habitat for
salmon, beaver, and a wide variety of other
wildlife species.

Leave young wildlife alone

A story from Portland illustrates the importance
of leaving young wildlife alone. NWWD staff
received a report of an otter pup alone along the
bank of the Willamette River in a public area.
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Otter pup on the bank of the Willamette River.

The reporting party was advised to give the
animal space and leave it alone to give it the
chance to reconnect with its mother, which was
likely nearby. While on the phone with ODFW,
the reporting party explained that another
member of the public was attempting to capture
the young otter to deliver it to a rehabilitation
center. Luckily the reporting party, with support
from ODFW staff, was able to intervene long
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enough for the otter pup to escape capture. The
pup was later photographed in the river with the
adult otter.

Partnership prioritizes coho recovery in
the Umpqua basin

In April, Umpqua District staff attended the
second meeting on prioritizing recovery efforts
for coho salmon in the Umpqua. Participants
included the Cow Creek Tribe, Roseburg Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), Umpqua National
Forest, Douglas Soil and Water Conservation
District, South Umpqua Rural Community
Partnership, Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers,
ODFW, the Nature Conservancy and NOAA.

The goal of the group is to develop a Strategic
Coho Action Plan with priority areas for habitat
restoration projects. Having a team focused on
creating larger projects with multiple ownerships
should make it possible to receive some of the
federal money available over the next five years.
The first meeting focused on the status of coho
in the Umpqua basin. The South Umpqua is in
the top ten priorities for the BLM nationwide.

Information and Education
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education
Administrator

ODFW helps beginning birders take
flight

They can be large or small, drab or colorful,
water creatures or landlubbers. They can fly to
great heights or scurry across open fields. We’re
talking about birds, of course, and watching
these fascinating creatures inspired a recent
article on MyODFW.com.

This is part of ODFW’s ongoing effort to reach

new audiences in addition to hunters and anglers.

Birding is a great form of wildlife viewing
available at all of the 21 ODFW wildlife areas,
some of them created specifically to harbor birds
on their annual migrations.

In 10 tips for beginning birders, Carolyn
Eckrich, ODFW acting Strategy Species
Coordinator and avid bird watcher, listed what
she likes about birding:

e Reconnecting with nature while
disconnecting from the day-to-day grind.

e Connecting with the larger birding
community.

e Finding new birds wherever she travels.

Birding is also accessible to almost everyone and
doesn’t take much gear. With that in mind, she
listed 10 tips for beginning birders ranging from
selecting a field guide to finding species-rich
habitats.

Bird watching encourages Oregonians to get
outside to enjoy the state’s varied habitats and
wildlife species. Seeing and learning about new
birds gives Oregonians a great reason to visit an
ODFW wildlife area, and to appreciate what they
see when the get there.

Leave wildlife wild campaign refreshed
Every spring and summer, ODFW offices,
licensed wildlife rehabilitators, and Oregon State
Police are flooded with calls from well-
intentioned people who picked up a deer fawn,
elk calf, seal pup, fledgling bird learning to fly,
or other young animal they assumed was
orphaned because it was alone. In 2022, ODFW
worked with Trusty Switchblade to design four
images that incorporate the message “leave
wildlife wild” into art.

[EAVE WILDLIFE WILD

%
5%
%

The images received a color refresh this year and
a toolkit was created to share with partners
including parks and recreation departments,
public land managers, regional travel and
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tourism agencies and other organizations
involved in outdoor recreation. The campaign
was shared with partners across the state.

The images were included in a news release
about leaving young wildlife alone and shared
statewide on Nextdoor. ODFW will distribute
messages via social media, web, email and at in-
person events via stickers featuring all four
images.

Oregon State Police
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife
Division

Orgon State Police Fish and Wildlife Trooper on a boat
patrol in Southern Oregon.

Fish and Wildlife Troopers conducted a
coordinated boat patrol of Klamath/Agency
Lakes. Both Klamath boats were utilized
launching from different ends of the lake.
Approximately 41 contacts were made with 6
warnings and 2 citations issued; along with 13
boat inspections conducted. The two citations
were for Angling Closed Stream. Two
individuals were observed actively angling from
a bridge on the Wood River near Agency lake.
As soon as they observed the police boat
approaching, they rapidly reeled in their lines
and walked back to their picnic table. Both
subjects had also failed to purchase angling
licenses.

Fish and Wildlife Sergeant
Oregon.

While patrolling USFS Road 21, a Fish and
Wildlife Sergeant came upon several downed
trees blocking the road and trapping a truck and
trailer. The Sergeant deployed his department
issued chainsaw and was able to clear the
roadway. The campers were very thankful for
the Sergeants timing. As depicted, Fish and
Wildlife Troopers wear a variety of hats ©

‘I:|appy shed ers showing off ter finds.

Fish and Wildlife Troopers from the East Central
team and an OSP Pilot worked with BLM and
ODFW to conduct several saturation patrols on
the Philip Schneider Wildlife area prior to the
opening. Hundreds of shed hunters and multiple
turkey hunters were camped in the area.

Multiple individuals commented at the number
of law enforcement in the area. No closure
violations were detected prior to the opening,
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which is the first time in recent history. Overall,
the wildlife area users were happy to see the
increased presence of enforcement in the area.
One camp was excited to show off their shed
antler finds.

ot A

Wwild Chinook Salmon.

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper received a call from
an ODFW fish checker that an angler had
retained a wild Chinook Salmon from the
Willamette River near Oregon City. Upon
contact, the angler told the Trooper that he
hooked and landed the fish and told his friend to
check the fish. The friend told him it was good
and placed it in the fish box. The angler said he
was shocked when he pulled it from the box for
the fish checker and it was a wild fish. The
angler was cited for Unlawful Possession of
Wild Chinook Salmon. The fish was seized and
donated to charity.

Conservation Program
Emily VanWyk, Acting Oregon Conservation
Strategy Coordinator

NW Bat Hub summer field season begins

The Northwest Bat Hub is gearing up for its
summer field season. The Bat Hub is an
important partner to ODFW in making sure we
are able to track the status and trends of bat
species around the state. The Bat Hub serves as a
nexus for interagency collaboration, allowing

ODFW biologists to work seamlessly with
biologists from other federal and state agencies
in the region to generate high-quality
information that can inform conservation actions
for bats.

The Bat Hub, with the help of ODFW and other
partners, has several projects aimed at filling in
data gaps for our bat species. The North
American bat monitoring program, known as
NABat, is a long-term acoustic monitoring
program that records bat echolocation calls
during the summer. The Bat Hub coordinates the
deployment of acoustic recorders in Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho to evaluate the extinction
risk and population status of bats at regional and
range-wide scales.

The Bat Hub is also expanding a project that
takes advantage of the low frequency calls of
some species of bats--Adventurers for Audible
Bats (this program has received a grant from
ODFW’s Oregon Conservation and Recreation
Fund). Species such as the spotted bat and the
pallid bat echolocate at a frequency that is within
the range of human hearing.

For the project, volunteers and technicians sit
and listen for bats after sunset at designated
locations within predicted habitat. This project
will provide much needed information on bats
that are difficult to detect using traditional
monitoring methods.

Volunteers sit and listen for bats after sunset in central Oregon.
Photo from Adventurers for Audible Bats, an OCRF grant
recipient.

These data are used to create more detailed
distribution maps for bat species. Many bat
species in North America are imperiled by
threats including white nose syndrome, habitat
loss, and energy development. Through our
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partnership with the Bat Hub, ODFW can stay
ahead of the curve in gathering important
information on these species.

Ladd Marsh Motus tower detects
Lewis’s woodpecker during migration
An initial partnership between ODFW and MPG
Ranch resulted in installing a Motus Tower at
Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area last fall and began the
Motus network expansion in the Blue Mountain
Range of northeastern Oregon, in partnership
with American Bird Conservancy and the U.S.
Forest Service.

-
Lewis’s woodpecker fitted with a GPS collar at MPG Ranch
in Montana. ODFW photo.

This effort focuses on expanding the Motus
network between La Grande and Baker City, in
an area that some believe may be important for
the migration of Lewis’s Woodpeckers that
breed in the intermountain west (Montana,
Idaho, eastern Wash., and British Colombia) as
they fly south to winter in California and
southwest Oregon.

Although the Ladd Marsh station had been
collecting data since its installation in
September, it came online in mid-April and
uploaded all the detection data collected from the
fall migration period. During that period, Ladd
Marsh detected a Lewis’s Woodpecker originally
tagged at breeding grounds in the Bitterroot
Valley at MPG Ranch. This Lewis’s
Woodpecker is the first tagged with a Cellular
Tracking Technology (CTT) tag.

The woodpecker left its Bitterroot Valley
breeding grounds and traveled 350 km in
approximately 19 hours to reach Ladd Marsh
Wildlife Area. It spent the next seven days and
19 hours to travel to Klamath Bird Observatory’s
Vesper Meadows Motus station, some 488 km
away. Staff do not know where the woodpecker
traveled after Vesper Meadows, but suspect it
continued south towards California. As spring
migration starts, staff are excited to see if any
additional movement information may be
collected on these stations.

Conservation Program staff are continuing to
work with internal and external partners
including the Willamette Wildlife Mitigation
Program (WWMP), Wildlife Management Area
staff, the American Bird Conservancy and the
BLM to advance several additional Motus
projects throughout the state to learn more about
migratory pathways of sensitive species.
Upcoming projects planned include expanding
Motus in the northeast region with three
additional Motus stations in a renewed
partnership under the “ODFW-Lewis’s
Woodpecker Migration” Motus project.

Willamette Valley turtle work continues;
volunteers welcome at Muddy Valley
The NW Region Conservation Biologist in
coordination with Tualatin Soil and Water
Conservation District recently mailed postcards
to 2,000 residents or businesses about invasive
snapping turtles.

The outreach campaign was designed to raise
awareness of the impact that snapping turtles
have on native birds, fish, and turtles as well as
to increase reporting by the public. Recipients
are provided with information on how to report
observations of common snapping turtles.
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‘\I\‘ The Tualatin Soil & Water Conservation District identifies and manages
invasive species that are harmful to our habitats and communities.

Informational postcard sent to residents and businesses in
Washington County on invasive snapping turtles.

Additional turtle-related work also continues in
the region focused on our native species. In
addition to the standard suite of turtle surveys
and trapping, staff are conducting turtle visual
encounter surveys with Army Corps staff to
better document western painted turtle and
northwestern pond turtles. Staff will also support
bullfrog removal efforts which directly impact
native turtles due to depredation of eggs and
young turtles.

Staff are working with Yamhill Soil and Water
Conservation District to gear up for the third
year of northwestern pond turtle mark/recapture
work at Muddy Valley Habitat Reserve
(MVHR). Volunteers are welcome at the MVHR
for part of day to learn about a WWMP property
and help with or observe the Northwestern Pond
Turtle project. Contact Susan Barnes to
volunteer, susan.p.barnes@odfw.oregon.gov.

A short video about MVVHR can be found here:
https://youtu.be/WMM6-W|3fmM

Ocean Salmon and Columbia River

Program
Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia
River Program Manager

Select Area Fisheries Enhancement
(SAFE) Project — Spring Chinook Fishery
Releases of spring Chinook from Select Area
commercial fishing sites were initiated in 1989
to enhance the economic value of these terminal
commercial fisheries which initially focused on
coho and fall Chinook. Since the initial
commercial season in 1992, commercial fishers,

fish buyers, project co-sponsors and ODFW have
collaborated to enhance the size and scope of
spring Chinook production and to expand the
area and duration of the fishery.

Additionally, increased Select Area spring
Chinook production was a fundamental
component of Harvest Reform actions. These
efforts have resulted in a robust and stable
fishery that is open from mid-February through
July each year averaging almost 9k fish landed,
$800k of ex-vessel value and 190 days of fishing
each year over the last 5 years (Figures 1-3).
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Select Area Spring Chinook Fishery
(1) 2018-2023 Chinook Harvest (all areas combined).
2023 catch is through May 15.
(2) 2018-2023 Ex-vessel value (all areas combined).
2023 value is through May 15.
(3) 2013-2023 fishing days (all areas combined).
2023 fishing days is projected through end of July.

OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS


mailto:susan.p.barnes@odfw.oregon.gov
https://youtu.be/WMM6-Wj3fmM

The Select Area spring Chinook fishery is a
significant contributor to statewide and local
economies and is the primary commercial fishery
opportunity in the lower Columbia River for
over half of the calendar year.

Spring Chinook harvest in Select Area
commercial fisheries have met Harvest Reform
expectations in only two of the recent five years,
but 2023 harvest and the number of fishing days
in 2023 are on record pace with over 9,500

Chinook harvested in the first half of the
season. If harvest and prices paid track recent
averages, 2023 projections indicate that Harvest
Reform commitments will be met this year and
the fishery will have the highest ex-vessel value
of any Select Area spring Chinook fishery to
date.

June 16, 2023
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