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May4,2017 

Michelle Tate, Director's Office· 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview lndustrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 

Re: Public Comment on Review of Wolf Management Plan 

Dear Ms. Tate: 

My wife, Mary Ann, and I would like to officially submit these comments into the public record regarding 
the review of the Wolf Conservation and ManagementPlan. We fully support the sustainable recovery of 
wolves, a keystone species, into the totality of our state whe1·e they find suitable habitat. 

For 25 years we have lived in, and enjoy a very rural area north and east ofEstacada,just several miles from 
the Salmon-Huckleberry Wildemess. Bear, cougar, bobcat and coyote are frequent predators that utilize our 
property. We embrace the presence of these creatures, and they have never caused us any trouble on om· 85 
acres. The vast majority of our property is in timber management. Our local elk herd and many black-tailed 
deer frequent the area. While we enjoy viewing the elk and deer, as a result of severe browsing, both of these 
ungulate species have done quite a bit of damage to om· reforestation efforts when their populations are high. 
We welcome natural predation control on the deer and elk populations by cougars ( and perhaps to some 
extent by bears and coyotes) and, we hope in our lifetime, wolves will be added to this predator mix. This 
type of control will further strengthen these populations. The wolves will require the deer and elk to become 
more vigilant and mobile, thus furthe1• reducing browsing. This is how it has been for millennia, until 
EUl'opean settlers began extirpating the wolves ( and many cougars and other predators). Oregon has done a 
very good job in rebuilding and managing cougar populations, allowing them to thrive (according to the 
ODFW Cougar Management Plan, their populations were estimated to be about 6,200 in October of2015), 
but yet keeping an eye on their populations, and we believe the same should be done for wolves. 

Wolves have not yet sufficiently or significantly expanded their range out ofnmtheastern Oregon. To our 
knowledge, the Rogue Pack remains the only known wolf pack outside of n01theastern Oregon. We further 
understand that only 112 wolves were counted in Oregon in 2016 (constituting 11 packs), only two more 
wolves than in 2015. This docs not, in our view, signify that a healthy and diverse population level has been 
reached that will allow for continued growth and expansion throughout the state. The killing of wolves 
should only be done when absolutely necessary, based upon a set of agreed-upon criteria that can be verified 
by competent, independent experts. We do NOT support the killing of wolves by members of the public 

until such time as their populations statewide have reached a reasonable carrying capacity, similar to 
what is allowed for cougars. 

We have watched over the p�st several years as livestock losses, wolf poaching and other conflicts have 
increased as a result of the wolfreintroduction. This has led to mistrust and some litigation. The Wolf Plan 
shduld focus on enforceable, transparent and defensible standards that enhance recovery and prevent conflict. 
ODFW should put more emphasis on wolf public education programs and non-lethal conflict dete1rnnce 
efforts, and iess emphasis on the killing of wolves. We support, and would ccinttibute towards, a 
compensation fund for those Oregonians who bave lost livestock due to wolf predation, if such an effort is 
deemed to be practicable public policy. 




















































































































