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Dear Chair Finley and Members of the ODFW Commission: 

The Oregon Hunters Association (OHA) appreciates the opportunity to participate in this panel input 
process, and to provide both written and oral testimony for revising the species management plan for 
cougars.  OHA is Oregon’s largest hunting and conservation based group with 10,000 members, and our 
membership has are very strong interest in the future management strategies that will be described in 
the upcoming plan revision.   First, OHA wishes to compliment ODFW Staff and the Commission for 
establishing a strong and applicable management document a decade ago.    

The Oregon Cougar Management Plan has been an effective guiding document for many years.  The 
present need is for bringing it up to date as the statewide cougar population continues to grow: going 
from 5,000 in 2006 to well over 6,000 currently.  The population has more than doubled since 1994 
when the implementation of the dog ban for hunting went into effect and the cougar population was 
estimated at 3,000. The dog ban imposed through Measure 18 eliminated the most effective 
management tool for ODFW.  However, ODFW responded well through establishing a much broader 
base of hunter effort over the next two decades, to the point of selling 56,114 tags by 2014. 

Oregon is among the top western states for gathering research information on cougars.  These efforts 
span over 25 years from 1989 with the Catherine Creek Study to the present work in the Mt. Emily Unit.  
A common criticism within the science community, involved with carnivore research, is that studies are 
too short term.  Oregon has overcome this issue with long term efforts in three distinct areas:  Catherine 
Creek (1989-1996), Jackson Creek in the in southwest Oregon (1993-2002), and Wenaha, Sled Springs, 
and Mt. Emily (WSM) current and (2002-2011).  These combined studies address at least a dozen 
different aspects of cougar biology and one of the most important components is documenting cougar 
survival rates over a long time period and with different hunting strategies applied.  The key component 
for monitoring population stability is survival of adult females.  Survival rates for adult females were 
(.86) Catherine Creek, (.85) Jackson Creek, and (.85) for WSM.  The survival rates for cougars are among 
the highest for western North America.  In sum, cougars are great survivors in Oregon and we have that 
well documented scientifically!      



 
Looking from today into the future, and the next cougar plan revision, it is very important for ODFW to 
continue expanding the management options discussed within the Adaptive Management Process in 
Chapter VI of the current plan.  OHA recommends that this involve continued hunting opportunities and 
harvest monitoring for the 6 established management zones, but also look at options for applying 
targeted removal to benefit other social and economic interest of our state such as big game hunting 
and agriculture.  The new plan needs to develop language that precisely defines target area type, size, 
and circumstances when they are appropriate to administer.  Also important is developing a two-tiered 
prioritization process.  This would include one tier oriented at human and pet safety risk and reducing 
livestock damage.  The second tier or category would involve protecting imperiled ungulate populations 
in special circumstances, such as: on winter feed grounds for deer and elk, around transplants 
(bighorns), with newly recolonizing species (moose, goats, bighorns), for protecting special species 
(bighorn) at capture and management sites, such as Lostine, and in management units which 
traditionally had healthy ungulate herds but were experiencing severe reductions in population 
recruitment and survival.            
 
ODFW will have a challenge keeping abreast of current research and management needs with two apex 
predators now in our state.  The big difference with cougars from wolves is that they have completed 
filling in to all of Oregon’s suitable habitats and now are expanding more and more into the urban fringe 
zones – or places not suitable for cougars, particularly in western Oregon.  Additionally, our deer herds 
on both sides of the state are struggling to maintain stability below management objectives.  OHA feels 
strongly that maintaining a “huntable population” of deer, elk, antelope, mountain goats and bighorn 
sheep will require effective, science based management of cougars.  We feel that the next plan needs to 
be proactive, scientific, and maintain as many management tool options as possible.  This adaptive 
approach needs to include refined cougar target areas that address the specific criteria that our 
organization addresses here. 
 
Again, thank you very much for this input opportunity and OHA looks forward to continued involvement 
with updating the Cougar Management Plan. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jim Akenson 
 
Jim Akenson 
Conservation Director         
 
 
 












