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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Wildfire Impacts on Fish and Wildlife 
Long-term drought and weather conditions have 
created a severe wildfire situation in Eastern 
Oregon. In addition to the devastating loss of 
homes, livestock, and other property, the fires will 
have negative impact to some fish, wildlife and 
their habitat. 
 

 
 

While there have been numerous fires, there are 
currently seven fires burning in East Region that 
are greater than 10,000 acres. These fires have 
burned over 500,000 acres with the majority of 
impact in Baker, Grant and Malheur Counties. 
Several of our wildlife areas remain threatened by 
adjacent fires, but to date minimal acreages of 
Department owned lands have burned. 
 

The true impact of these fires will not be known 
until the fires are out and staff has assessed the 
conditions on the ground. At this time our primary 
concerns are loss of sage-grouse habitat, direct loss 
of wildlife killed in the fire, and impacts to aquatic 
species from sedimentation, reduced water quality 
and increased water temperature.  

  
 

East Region staff has initiated coordination with 
federal land managers and private landowners on 
rehabilitation efforts for sage-grouse habitat and 
other key habitats impacted by the fires. This 
coordination and planning will increase as federal 
resources are released from fire suppression efforts 
and the extent of fire impacts is known.  
 

McKay Reservoir Receives Spider Blocks  
McKay Reservoir is a popular destination for 
warm water anglers from around the region; the 
reservoir consistently produces good catches of 
crappie and is known for its trophy sized 
largemouth bass. It also provides water for 
irrigators of the Umatilla area. With the high 
demand for irrigation water due to drought, 
McKay Reservoir is expected to reach record low 
levels. These low reservoir elevations will limit 
overwintering habitat for crappie and bass that 
support this popular fishery.  
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After considering this year’s drought and what the 
future may hold for the fisheries of McKay 
Reservoir, ODFW, Blue Mountain Bass Club and 
Columbia Basin Bass Club and High Desert 
Marina decided that improving habitat diversity 
would improve conditions for bass and crappie, 
especially juvenile production.  
  

  
 

With a grant from the R&E Program they 
constructed and deployed more than 70 “spider 
blocks” to create complex structural habitat in the 
deeper sections of the reservoir. The placement of 
the spider blocks is expected to improve habitat 
diversity conditions for overwintering warm water 
fish. 
 

Spider blocks are simple and inexpensive to 
construct. Variable lengths of plastic pipe are fitted 
to concrete filled cinder blocks. The web of plastic 
pipe forms a dense and complex structure, while 
the cinder block anchors the structure to the floor 
of the reservoir. Once in the reservoir, juvenile 

bass and crappie use the spider blocks like they 
would submerged trees and bushes. Unlike natural 
cover, the spider blocks will not decay over time 
and will provide habitat for many years to come.  
 

WEST REGION 
Steve Marx, Region Manager 
 

Fielder and Wimer Dam Removal 
Two key fish passage barriers, Fielder and Wimer 
dams, are in the process of being removed on 
Evans Creek (tributary to the Rogue River) and 
will open unimpeded access to 60 miles of habitat 
for ESA-listed coho salmon, 70 miles of habitat 
for steelhead trout, and about 16 miles of habitat 
for Chinook salmon. The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) listed both dams in the 
top ten of the 2013 Oregon Statewide Fish Passage 
Priority Barrier List, as approved by the Oregon 
Fish and Wildlife Commission. The removal of 
Wimer Dam was completed in late July, 2015. 
Removal of Fielder Dam is in progress and 
approximately 50% complete as of August 17th. 
After the removal of the dams, the project sites 
will be graded and seeded with grass followed by 
riparian restoration during the upcoming 
winter/spring planting season. 
 

Fielder and Wimer Dams were constructed for 
irrigation purposes on Evans Creek in the early 
1900’s and later abandoned in the 1980’s. 
According to the Water Resources Department, 
there are no valid water rights associated with 
either dam but both dams continued to pose 
migration barriers for native fish. WaterWatch was 
a lead player working with the landowner to obtain 
authorization to remove the dams. The 
development and implementation of plans to 
remove these dams were supported by a 2014 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) 
technical assistance grant and an ODFW 
Restoration and Enhancement Board grant to the 
Geos Institute and River Design Group to develop 
engineering designs for the removal of Fielder and 
Wimer dams. In 2015, OWEB awarded the Geos 
Institute a restoration grant for the removal of the 
dams. Other partners in the removal include 
American Rivers, U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
WaterWatch.  
 

The removal of Fielder and Wimer Dams 
complements past dam removals in the Rogue 
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Basin, including two dams that were removed in 
the Evans Creek watershed (Alphonso Dam in 
1999 and Maple Gulch Dam in 2002). There have 
also been many habitat enhancement projects 
completed in the Evans Creek watershed, 
including in-stream large wood placement and 
road work to decrease sedimentation. Removal of 
the Fielder and Wimer Dams supports on-going 
habitat restoration efforts, putting the salmon and 
steelhead populations in Evans Creek on the road 
to recovery. 
 

 
Wimer Dam Removal - 2015 
 

August Cougar Activity 
Cougar activity and complaints spiked in August 
with a number of sightings and reports from Mid-
Coast, Mid-Willamette, North Willamette, and 
Roseburg wildlife districts. Many of the sightings 
were verified however others remain unverified or 
were misidentifications. 
 

Two landowners reported cougars on their deck in 
the Florence area (one confirmed by photograph); 
two cougars were killed by automobiles (one just 
outside of Toledo); one rural Waldport landowner 
reported her Doberman chased a deer from her 
lawn only to have the deer attacked by a cougar 
four feet from the dog and 35 feet from the home; 
and, a licensed cervid ranch had two fallow deer 
killed inside their fenced enclosure. Two cougars 
were taken by wildlife services for killing goats and 
sheep. The two road struck cougars and one of the 
cougars on the homeowner’s deck are young of 
the year.  
 

Wildlife staff in the North Willamette district 
handled over a dozen cougar sightings and damage 
complaints and checked in four local cougar 
mortalities since early August. In one situation, the 
manager of a Camp Fire Girls of America camp in 
Sandy shot and killed cougar just hours before 
young campers arrived. In another, a resident 
legally harvested the one of two cougars he 

observed at his Corbett home. The second cougar 
fled the area however a few days later, 
approximately 1/2 mile away, a cougar of similar 
size and age to the hunter harvested cat was struck 
by a vehicle then dispatched by OSP. Staff also 
received unconfirmed cougar sightings at Jackson 
Bottoms Wetlands over the past several years 
prompted the Safety Officer for the City of 
Hillsboro to request assistance from district staff 
in providing a presentation on bear and cougar 
safety. Over 50 City of Hillsboro employees 
attended the presentation. 
 

Several reported cougar sightings in the West 
Salem area received considerable attention in the 
local media however review of video footage aired 
by the media shows a bobcat crossing a field. Staff 
continues to follow up to help verify other reports. 
Staff in the Roseburg area is currently working 
with local enforcement and Wildlife Services 
Agents to track a cougar that has been observed 
multiple times during daylight hours near the local 
community college over the last two days. The 
cat’s proximity to the college and behavior 
patterns raises concerns for human safety in the 
area. 
 

The reports demonstrate the range of calls 
typically received by local wildlife staff. Of note is 
that many of the verified sightings are young 
dispersing animals and suggest that drought 
conditions may be pushing animals into urban 
interface areas in search of food and vacant 
habitat. 
 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tom Rien, Acting Ocean Salmon and Columbia 
River Program Manager  

Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
In its 2014 Fish and Wildlife Program the 
Northwest Power and Conservation Council 
committed to take on a set of priority needs. These 
include assessing the feasibility of providing 
anadromous fish passage in additional areas of the 
Columbia River Basin, providing funds for long-
term maintenance of program assets, 
implementing adaptive management (including 
prioritized research on critical uncertainties) 
throughout the program, implementing additional 
sturgeon and lamprey measures, and continued 
efforts to improve floodplain habitats. Oregon 
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Department of Fish and Wildlife employees are 
engaged in various discussions and processes to 
share our expertise and to assure that the State’s 
interests are represented.  
 

The Council is working to identify cost savings 
and additional funds to provide $2 to $3 million 
annually (or about one percent of the Council’s 
current Fish and Wildlife Program). These savings 
are intended to come from projects that are 
closing out, where efficiencies can be found, or 
where the benefits to the resource are low. The 
money that is identified will be targeted to fund 
emerging priority work. In the near term 
assessment of passage in blocked areas and 
restoration of infrastructure are most likely to 
receive this funding. Work on other priorities 
identified in the Program will be considered more 
thoroughly in 2016 and beyond. 
 

The 2014 Program commits the Council to 
evaluate the feasibility of restoring anadromous 
fish passage in blocked areas of the Columbia 
River upstream from Chief Joseph and Grand 
Coulee dams. The Council is undertaking a phased 
approach to address this question. Steps that the 
Council has identified include: investigating the 
availability and suitability of anadromous fish 
habitat upstream of these dams; assessment of 
passage opportunities at these facilities; and 
discussion with fisheries co-managers regarding 
the purpose, scope and challenges associated with 
potential reintroductions. 
 

The Council will assess and develop a plan for 
long-term maintenance, rehabilitation, and 
replacement of assets at the hatcheries and fish 
screens the Program funds. ODFW’s Umatilla 
Hatchery is among about 13 hatchery facilities 
throughout the northwest that that were directly 
funded and constructed with Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA) funding. Operation and 
maintenance funding continues to be provided 
through the Council’s Program. While Oregon has 
hundreds of fish screening facilities throughout the 
state, these have been completed with a variety of 
funding, including Mitchell Act and BPA money. 
The BPA is engaged in discussions with the 
Council and with state fish screening programs in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana to 
determine its funding responsibilities and the need 
for restoration of fish screening facilities 
throughout the Columbia Basin. 

 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

Throughout the summer months, the Oregon 
State Police Fish & Wildlife Division has remained 
extremely busy with the enforcement of fisheries 
related regulations. As in years past, the coastal 
fisheries, including the Buoy 10 fishery, have 
governed the time of coastal Troopers. Inland, 
enforcement focus has shifted to big game as 
evidenced in the following enforcement activities: 
 

Trooper Herman conducted boat patrols on the 
Columbia River and Pacific Ocean during the 
Buoy 10 and ocean salmon fishery in early August. 
Numerous salmon anglers were contacted; 
resulting in the issuance of 35 citations for 
offenses including Angling Prohibited Method-
Barbed Hooks for Salmon, Angling Closed 
Area-Young Bay Control Zone, Angling 
Closed Area-Columbia River Control Zone, 
Exceed the Daily Bag Limit of Chinook 
Salmon, and Fail to Immediately Validate 
Harvest Card. Multiple salmon were seized and 
donated to charity. 
 

 
 

Recruit Fough and Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Port Samplers were patrolling the 
Port of Garibaldi focusing on the coho salmon 
closure in the ocean south of Cape Falcon. With 
the collective effort of Recruit Fough and ODFW, 
11 coho salmon were seized and seven subjects 
were cited for Take/Possession of Fish Closed 
Area. 
 

Sr. Trooper Niehus was working antelope season 
in the East Interstate Unit. He contacted a subject 
that another hunter indicated was with a party with 
an antelope down. The subject was nervous and 
rushed off in his pickup. Sr. Trooper Niehus 
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followed the subject when he came back and 
located two hunters with two dead Antelope on 
private property without permission. As the 
investigation progressed, it was determined that 
one hunter had shot both the Antelope.  Sr. 
Trooper Niehus was able to review a video of the 
hunt which showed that one hunter had actually 
shot three antelope with two shots. The hunters 
admitted that they were going to go back out after 
Sr. Trooper Niehus left and retrieve and tag the 
third antelope. Both hunters were cited criminally 
for Hunting in Violation of Trespass and the 
shooter was cited criminally for Exceeding the 
Bag Limit of Game Mammal. The rifle the 
shooter used and the two excess antelope were 
seized.  
 

Sr. Trooper Martin Maher received a telephone 
call from a subject who told the trooper he was 
responsible for shooting a deer in the Fall Creek 
area. The subject was interviewed and cited 
(criminally) for Take Buck Deer Closed Season 
and Waste of a Game Mammal - Deer and a 
rifle was seized. (Note: the subject said he saw a 
post on Facebook about the deer and recognized 
the photo from the press release we put out and 
decided to report himself). 
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
REPORT 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator 
 

Staffing Up and Conserving Oregon’s Bats  
Recruitment for the Strategy Species Coordinator 
position, recently vacated by Lindsay Adrean who 
accepted a seabird fellowship position in Mexico, 
will begin in the next several weeks. The Strategy 
Species Coordinator position is instrumental in 
developing and implementing state strategies for 
the conservation of species identified in the 
Oregon Conservation Strategy. A key project of 
the position includes initiating Oregon’s 
participation in the North American Bat 
Monitoring Program (NABat). NABat is an 
international effort to monitor and track bat 
populations across North America to help inform 
habitat management decisions and conservation 
efforts. 
 
Two new conservation positions are currently in 
the development and recruitment phase of the 
hiring process. A new Regional Conservation 

Biologist position is being placed in southwestern 
Oregon to focus on on-the-ground Conservation 
Strategy implementation with field staff and 
partners. A legislatively approved Sage-Grouse 
Mitigation Coordinator position will begin charting 
new paths for discussion of development in sage 
brush habitats.  
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
September 4, 2015 
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