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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 
Baker County Burrowing Owls Update 
In 2011, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW) Baker City Field Office, funded by an 
Oregon Conservation Strategy grant, partnered with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Oregon 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation, and Talon Scientific on a 
multiyear burrowing owl research project in Baker 
County. 
 
One objective of the project was to determine 
migration timing, duration, routes, and wintering areas.  
Photo-period recording devices called geo-locators 
were fitted on burrowing owls to answer these 
questions. In order for the data to be collected from 
the geo-locators, the owl must be recaptured the 
following year when it returned to Baker County.   
 
In 2011, twelve birds were captured with 10 receiving 
geo-locators.  In 2012, forty-one birds were captured 
with fourteen receiving geo-locators.  In 2013, twenty 
three birds were captured with thirteen receiving geo-
locators.  A total of 24 geo-located birds had the 
potential to be recaptured in 2012 and 2013.  Of those 
birds geo-located only one returned to their previous 
year’s nest location and was found in 2012. 
 

 
 
Late in the 2013 capture season the 
microminiaturization of GPS devices allowed four 
additional birds to be fitted with GPS transmitters.  Of 
the GPS transmitters deployed two failed before they 
left Baker County, the remaining showed an average 

straight line dispersal distance of 830 miles.  Both owls 
traveled to central California with the majority of the 
movement occurring in less than 30 days. 
 
Still Waiting for Winter 
The landscape is generally more summer-like brown 
than wintery white throughout Northeast Oregon.  
Snowpack levels as of the end of January were 60-70% 
of average for Grande Ronde, Powder, Burnt, Imnaha, 
Walla Walla, Wenaha, and Umatilla Basins.  The John 
Day basin was the lowest with only 48% of snow water 
equivalent.  These values are at the high end of 
estimates for statewide snow pack and precipitation 
levels.  Wildlife throughout the Region enjoyed great 
early winter conditions with extensive fall green-up and 
mild conditions through the first rifle elk seasons.  For 
the remainder of the winter, there have been only short 
periods of cold temperatures and moderate snow 
accumulation.   
 
Elk and deer counts at Elkhorn Wildlife area feed sites 
are lower than average, especially for deer with an 
abundance of open, south facing slopes in the foothills 
available for foraging.  While deer and elk populations 
in this area still good, the mild winter conditions hasn’t 
forced animals to Wildlife Area feed sites.  
Correspondingly, damage complaints are lower in all 
the districts with a few exceptions of winter range 
concentrations of elk. 
 
The impacts for fish populations are certainly more 
conjecture at this point and depend on what level of 
winter is to come and later spring precipitation.  
Without adequate snow pack to assure water storage, 
potential impact from a summer drought is very real.   
 
Recent drought years have seen adult spring chinook 
mortalities in the Middle Fork of the John Day River, 
alterations to trout stocking because of high reservoir 
temperature or access restrictions for anglers and 
liberation vehicles, and extremely limited recreation for 
float trips in many rivers.   
 
Drought condition could also result in higher fire 
danger this summer and fall than we’ve seen in 
Northeast recently.  This could affect fish and wildlife 
populations as well as the ability of our constituents to 
access them. 
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HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 
 
Summer Lake Habitat Improvement Projects 
Wetland enhancement work on the wildlife area is 
entering its final phase. Development of a short-term 
habitat implementation plan in 2006 and adoption of 
the Summer Lake Management Plan in 2007 has led to 
major infrastructure upgrades and enhancement on 
over 5,000 acres of the area’s major wetland base.    
 
Work in Bullgate Refuge that will improve about 1,900 
acres is scheduled to begin in early spring 2014.  
Effective and efficient water delivery and utilization as 
well large scale changes to native wetland vegetation 
management capability are outcomes of this 
enhancement work.  These actions will fulfill goals and 
strategies outlined in the wildlife area’s management 
plan and Oregon Conservation Strategy.   
 
Waterbird response to enhanced wetlands has been 
very significant and is resulting in improved hunting 
and viewing success/opportunities.  Upon completion, 
nearly $1.5 million dollars will have been invested and 
will produce benefits to the wildlife resource and public 
for decades to come.  
  

 
 
Aerial view of Summer Lake WA Wetland Units 
 
Deschutes Spring Chinook 
Chinook salmon fishing for sport anglers on the 
Deschutes River has been closed by a permanent rule 
since 1996 and is opened by temporary rule when run 
predictions meet management objectives.  The closure 
was implemented following several years of low 
abundance of both spring and fall chinook escaping to 
the Deschutes during the mid-nineties.   Spring 
chinook angling is a popular activity on the Lower 
Deschutes, with an annual average of 7,146 anglers in 
the fishery at the Sherars Falls area alone during 2002 
to 2005.   The last complete spring chinook season on 

the Deschutes in 2011 was extremely popular as 4,092 
anglers participated in the fishery, despite the fact that 
the bag limit was reduced due to an anticipated low 
return.  A sport season was again authorized in 2012, 
but subsequently closed prior to the ending date due to 
poor returns.   A sport season was not opened in 2013, 
due to predicted poor returns.    
 
Guidance for setting sport angling seasons in the 
Deschutes is provided in The Lower Deschutes River 
Subbasin Management Plan (Plan), adopted by the 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission in 1997.  The 
management direction provided by the Plan (OAR 635-
500-3040) has three management objectives for spring 
chinook:  1) Achieve a spawning escapement between 
1,000 to 1,300 adult wild spring chinook above the 
barrier weir at Warm Springs National Fish Hatchery 
(WSNFH); 2) Provide the opportunity to harvest wild 
spring chinook when returns are greater than the wild 
adult spawning escapement of 1,300.  Provide the 
opportunity to harvest hatchery origin spring chinook 
that are excess to brood stock needs; 3) Increase 
harvest opportunity of hatchery spring chinook within 
existing hatchery production levels.  
 
A pre-season run predictor has been developed for 
Deschutes River spring chinook by the USFWS, and 
has been utilized by ODFW and the Warm Springs 
Tribe since the mid 1970’s.   This predictor, utilizing a 
combination of regression and cohort analysis, has 
relatively accurately predicted both wild and hatchery 
spring chinook returns to the Deschutes.   
 
Model predictions for the 2014 run call for 872 to 
1,533 wild, 4,708 to 8,746 WSNFH origin, and 1,771 to 
3,164 Round Butte Hatchery origin fish to the 
Deschutes.  Based on these predictions, staff will be 
recommending a temporary rule to open the spring 
chinook fishing in April this year. 
 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Umpqua Fishery Enhancement Derby 
For 22 years, the Umpqua Fishery Enhancement Derby 
has raised money for fish projects in the Umpqua Basin 
via guided teams that fish the Umpqua, a banquet, 
auctions, and a lot of community support and 
sponsors.  As part of the event, and to foster an 
interest in fishing, for the last 14 years the guides have 
donated a day of fishing to the 5th graders from 
Roseburg’s Eastwood Elementary.  

 
On January 30th, 64 students boarded over 30 drift 
boats to experience a morning of fishing.   Cabela’s 
donated life preservers to the kids, the Umpqua 
Fishermen’s Association provided hotdogs, Bigfoot 
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(Pepsi) provided soda, and after fishing the kids were 
treated to a jet boat ride.   
 
Eastwood Elementary has been helping the ODFW 
acclimate South Umpqua winter steelhead hatchery 
smolts since 2005. The day’s event is a way to say 
thanks for rearing smolts for the program.  The Derby 
also expanded two years ago to include the new 
RockEd educational facility at Rock Creek Hatchery. 
This year students from Roseburg High School’s 
science classes were given hands on experience with 
hatchery methods and pathology testing, along with 
talks about genetics, life cycles, habitat, fish passage and 
law enforcement.  ODFW staff help plan and 
implement the Umpqua Fishery Enhancement Derby 
every year. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Low rainfall created good waterfowl hunting 
conditions in Bays 
In years with normal precipitation, waterfowl that 
accumulate in coastal bays in the early part of the 
hunting season disperse to inland valleys as 
precipitation causes ponding of water on agricultural 
fields.  This year the lack of precipitation during the 
waterfowl season caused waterfowl to stay in the bays. 
Since most bays have public hunting opportunity, many 
hunters benefited. 

 

 
   

 
NORTHWEST REGION 
Bruce McIntosh, Acting Region Manager 
 
Oregon chub first fish to be recovered under ESA  
An inconspicuous minnow that inhabits the backwaters 
of the Willamette Valley will soon gain national 
prominence when it becomes the first fish in the 
United States to be taken off the federal Endangered 
Species List due to conservation efforts. It’s all thanks 
to a remarkable story of cooperation between 
landowners, non-profit organizations, and state and 
federal agencies that got behind the effort decades ago 
to ensure the species would not become extinct. The 
Oregon chub, listed as “endangered” under the federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) in 1993, has met its 
recovery requirements, according to a joint review of 
the species’ status conducted last year by the USFWS 
and ODFW.  
 
“We’re elated that here in Oregon one of our native 
fish will be the first to qualify for delisting under the 
ESA,” added Paul Scheerer, fish biologist and Oregon 
Chub Recovery Project leader for ODFW. 
 
Oregon chub are likely one of Oregon’s least known 
fish species because of their size and where they are 
found.  Oregon chub are small; they reach a maximum 
length of three inches, and they are not targeted by 
anglers as sport or food fish. These silvery, speckled 
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minnows make their homes in sloughs, bogs, beaver 
ponds and other slow-moving backwaters of the 
Willamette Valley. Over the past 100 years, many of 
these habitats were destroyed by the construction of 
dams, channelization of streams and draining of 
wetlands. These habitat losses, combined with the 
introduction of non-native fish that preyed on and 
competed with chubs for food, resulted in a sharp 
decline in their abundance. 
 
“Oregon chub are like the ultimate underdogs,” said 
Sheerer, who has devoted the past 22 years of his 
professional life to recovering the tiny fish. “Not many 
people know what they’re looking at when they see 
one, including some biologists.” 
 
When Oregon chub were listed as “endangered” under 
the ESA in 1993 the population had declined to under 
1,000 fish in eight known locations, down from at least 
29 locations historically.  The listing triggered a multi-
agency campaign to recover the Oregon chub 
population. The now 22-years-long recovery program 
included better monitoring, working with landowners 
to secure new habitat, improving floodplain 
management and transplanting fish to more than 20 
new locations. 
 
When the Oregon Chub Working Group (OCWG) met 
in 2012 to review the numbers they concluded the 
populations were large, stable and dispersed enough to 
warrant a closer look at delisting the fish – a first under 
the ESA due to successful implementation of a 
recovery plan.  A follow-up review of the numbers in 
2013 confirmed their earlier finding – the populations 
had grown to approximately 160,000 fish in 83 
locations. 
 
“When I crunched the numbers in 2012 I thought, ‘Oh 
my gosh, we’ve achieved our delisting targets!’” said 
Brian Bangs, ODFW fish biologist and assistant 
Oregon Chub Project leader, who’s been studying 
Oregon chubs since 2005. “This is a big deal to us. 
We’ve been working on this a long time. It’s been our 
passion for years.” 
 
Landowner cooperation was important to the success 
of the program, according to Bangs. Many landowners 
were at first wary of introducing an endangered species 
on their property but became enthusiastic partners as 
they learned more about Oregon chub and the “Safe 
Harbors Agreements” available under the ESA. These 
agreements assure landowners that they will not be 
required to undertake management activities beyond 
those specified in the agreement.  
 
“A lot of our landowners like knowing they’re doing 
things to help recover a species,” said Bangs, especially 

when it involves lands like swamps, bogs and beaver 
ponds that landowners consider marginal in the first 
place. 
 
Recovery was also due to the efforts of the OCWG, 
which was formed in 1992, with representatives from 
USFWS, ODFW, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
U.S. Forest Service, Oregon State Parks, Oregon State 
University, the McKenzie River Trust, Grand Ronde 
Tribe and others. The OCWG ensured that the 
management of Oregon chub habitat was informed by 
the latest research, and provided a forum for discussion 
and collaboration on projects that aided recovery.  This 
recovery of the Oregon chub underscores the success 
of the ESA, which just celebrated its 40th anniversary. 
Twenty-six species have been successfully recovered 
and removed from the endangered species list. 
 
Oregon has been successful in recovering other 
Oregon-specific species as well. The Douglas County 
population of the Columbian white-tailed deer was 
delisted in 2003, and recent status reviews have 
recommended reclassification from endangered to the 
less critical threatened status for the Borax Lake chub 
and the Lower Columbia River population of 
Columbian white-tailed deer. 
 
Fisher Sighting 
Fisher are a classified as “sensitive – critical” by 
ODFW and are also a “candidate” species under the 
Federal Endangered Species Act.  Historically, fisher 
occurred throughout western Oregon but only two 
populations are known to currently exist in Oregon.  A 
native population exists in the Siskiyou Mountains, and 
a reintroduced population exists in the southern 
Oregon Cascade Mountains.  Over the last 20 years, 
verified occurrences in Oregon have been limited to 
Douglas, Klamath, Jackson, Josephine, and Curry 
Counties.  Fisher sightings have been reported in Lane 
County however verifiable physical evidence has been 
absent.    
 
In January 2014, a fisher made a single visit to an 
ODFW baited camera set in the upper Middle Fork 
Willamette River drainage in Lane County.  Numerous 
photographs of the animal were captured during this 
single visit.  This verification of range expansion into 
Lane County has created some excitement among 
biologists.  Plans to deploy hair snares are in 
development.  Hair samples and subsequent DNA 
analysis could determine if other individuals inhabit the 
area and determine if this animal descended from the 
reintroduced population of the southern Oregon 
Cascades.       
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION  
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

 
Introduction to Pheasant Hunting Workshop 
The “best of the best” is how one participant described 
the recent Introduction to Pheasant Hunting 
Workshop in Maupin.  Although Dan is a long-time 
hunter and outdoorsman, he participated in the 
workshop with his girlfriend who is new to hunting.  
According to his email, she “cannot say enough good 
things about the safety/educational portion and of 
course, the dog handling, bird identification, and "real 
time" on the ground hunting experience.  Frankly, as a 
long time experienced hunter, dog trainer, previous 
licensed Oregon guide, and a staunch supporter of wild 
life/hunting support groups, I personally have not seen 
a better, well organized event by government or private 
parties during my forty five plus years as an active 
Oregon sportsman.” 
 
The Introduction to Pheasant Hunting Workshop is 
part of the department’s ongoing effort to give new 
hunters the information they need to become active 
hunters.  The workshops provide basic instruction in 
safe firearm handling, hunting tips and techniques, and 

give participants the opportunity to hunt with volunteer 
instructors and dog handlers.   
 
The strategy appears to be working.  Recently, staff 
reviewed the licensing buying pattern of participants in 
a handful of hunting workshops held in 2012. All 
participants in hunting workshops are required to have 
a valid Oregon hunting license.  About one-third of the 
participants in the workshops had no record of 
previously purchasing an Oregon hunting license.  
Nearly 75% of the participants went on to purchase a 
hunting license the following year.  The review also 
found that many hunting workshops participants also 
purchased a fishing license the following year.  As Dan 
put it in his email – the workshops are a “win-win” for 
everyone.  Participants get “top drawer” hands on 
instruction and the department sells licenses that help 
support fish and wildlife management in Oregon.  

 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM  
Tony Nigro, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager 
 
Columbia River white sturgeon transplants – we 
continue to learn from fish that were moved 20 
years ago.   
From 1994 to1995 the Department, in cooperation 
with Washington and the Columbia River Treaty 
Tribes, captured about 8,500 juvenile white sturgeon 
from the Columbia River downstream from Bonneville 
Dam and released them upstream into The Dalles 
Reservoir to evaluate the feasibility of using 
transplanted fish to enhance white sturgeon production 
in reservoirs where access to the estuary and ocean has 
been blocked.   
 
The program was one of several measures intended to 
mitigate for lost production in Columbia River 
reservoirs between Bonneville and McNary dams 
caused by the construction of the Federal Columbia 
River Power System.  However, funding constraints 
and subsequent declines in juvenile white sturgeon 
recruitment in the donor population downstream from 
Bonneville Dam caused the program to be suspended.   
 
Although the Department no longer transplants 
sturgeon we continue to recapture tagged fish, which 
enables the continued evaluation of the program.  This 
evaluation will help inform current efforts initiated by 
the Columbia River Treaty Tribes and supported by the 
states to plan and evaluate a supplementation program 
using hatchery fish.  In the evaluation, we examined the 
long-term growth, survival, movement among 
reservoirs, and harvest of transplanted sturgeon as part 
of an overall assessment of the benefits and risks of 
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supplementation in the Columbia River.   
 

Key Findings 
Transplanted fish survived at relatively high annual 
rates (86% to 91%), an observation that has helped us 
better understand natural mortality among all 
populations of white sturgeon.  Transplanted fish grew 
at an annual rate of about 4 to 5 inches in the first three 
years after their release, but grew slower afterwards 
(1½-2 inches).   
 
Although growth followed a pattern we would expect 
for fish of this size and age, initial growth rates were 
higher than anticipated.  Most (93%) of the fish we 
transplanted stayed in The Dalles Reservoir.  Six 
percent of transplanted fish moved downstream to 
Bonneville Reservoir and 1% moved upstream to John 
Day Reservoir. We have observed similar movements 
among fish that were not transplanted.    
 
Over the last 15 years, fisheries have harvested 628 
transplanted fish, about 3% of the total harvest in The 
Dalles Reservoir.  However, we have also recently 
recaptured several transplanted fish that have grown 
larger than the legal-size limit and may thus contribute 
to the brood stock in The Dalles Reservoir in the near 
future.  
 
Conclusions 
Supplementation using transplanted fish is unique in 
many important aspects: 

 It can provide an immediate increase in abundance 
in reservoirs where transplanted fish are released.  

 It can provide improved harvest opportunities 
within a relatively short time  

 It can augment several year-classes simultaneously.  

 It may pose less risk to the genetics of the resident 
population, especially if the donor population is 
proximate to the area where transplanted fish are 
released. 

 It can be used to transport individuals past dams 
and may improve gene-flow in a system where 
movement once occurred, but is now limited or 
blocked. 

 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 
 
Wildlife 
A 20-year old Bend-area man was sentenced related to 
multiple crimes following a seven month investigation 
by Oregon State Police (OSP) Fish & Wildlife Division 
troopers in Central Oregon into big game poaching in 
the Metolius Wildlife Management Area.  In July 2012, 
OSP Fish & Wildlife troopers, with the assistance of 
U.S. Forest Service law enforcement and Deschutes 

County Sheriff's Office, completed the investigation 
and identified suspects. During the investigation, locks 
were discovered shot off gates leading to critical mule 
deer winter range habitat. Many of the animals were 
killed at night with the aid of artificial lighting. 
Troopers examined the remains of 20 deer and two elk. 
Several of the larger bucks' carcasses were found with 
the heads removed, and some of the doe deer were 
shot and left to waste.  
 
 

 
 
With the assistance of Jefferson County District 
Attorney's Office, Deschutes County District 
Attorney's Office, and Jackson County District 
Attorney's Office, charges were filed and two men pled 
guilty and were sentenced.  
 
One defendant, Tyler S. Mitchell, age 20, pled guilty in 
in November 2012 to multiple charges and was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail, lifetime hunting license 
suspension, restitution, and 60 months' probation.  
 
The second defendant, Cole A. Craig, age 20, from 
Bend, was sentenced Friday, January 10, in Jefferson 
County Circuit Court and Monday, January 13, in 
Deschutes County Circuit Court.  Cole pled guilty to a 
total of 23 counts, mostly wildlife crimes, including one 
count of Aggravated Animal Abuse related to an 
intentional act(s) outside of normal and acceptable 
hunting activities. Sentencing included:  
 
Jefferson County Circuit Court:  

 230 days in jail.  

 Lifetime hunting license suspension.  

 Lifetime ban on possessing firearms.  

 Five years’ probation.  

 400 hours of community service.  

 Pay restitution totaling $13,600.  

 Potential 30 month prison sentence for any 
probation violation.  
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Deschutes County Circuit Court:  

 Four months in jail concurrent with Jefferson 
County sentence.  

 20 days in Deschutes County Jail.  

 36 months’ probation with potential of 28 month 
prison sentence for a violation of probation terms.  

 300 hours community service consecutive with 
Jefferson County sentence. 

 $11,971.37 in fines.  

 Lifetime revocation of hunting privileges. 
 
A third subject, Craig Yekel, pled guilty to multiple 
wildlife charges and was sentenced to:  

 80 hours of community service. 

 Forfeiture of a .243 rifle and scope. 

 $635 in fines. 

 Hunting license suspension for 36 months. 

 18 months of bench probation. 
 
Fisheries 
Trooper Herman (Astoria), Trooper O'Connor 
(Astoria), and Senior Trooper Urbigkeit (Newport) 
conducted a Guardian ocean patrol from Clatsop 
County to Lane County.  As a result of the patrol, 
Troopers are currently following up on several 
violations relating to the commercial Dungeness Crab 
Fishery.  The troopers also located a string of 
commercial crab pots that were set inside of the Cape 
Perpetua Marine Reserve near Yachats.  Seven 
commercial crab pots were seized and the vessel’s 
captain was cited.   
 

 
 
Oregon State Trooper seizing unlawful crab gear 
aboard the Patrol Vessel Guardian. 
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