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Summary of public comments and general revisions to the public review draft of the Upper 
Willamette River Conservation and Recovery Plan for Chinook salmon and Steelhead 

 
Over 400 comments were received during the public review phase of the UWR Plan.  They are too 
expansive to summarize here, but will be summarized in a formal response to comments co-developed by 
ODFW and NMFS.  NMFS and ODFW have reviewed all public comments received for substantive 
issues and new information and revised the recovery plan as appropriate.  We received a number of very 
detailed and substantive comments, as well as editorial clarifications and minor corrections, requests to 
cite specific documents, and suggested changes in wording to clarify the document.  Most of the 
commenter input supported the recovery plan and its implementation, and many provided thoughtful 
improvements. As part of the federal ESA plan adoption process, NMFS will address the comments in 
formal “response to comments” document, which will be available on the NMFS Regional Office website 
in early August-   http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/   
 
For consideration of the Commission, a draft of the “response to comments” is posted on the ODFW 
website- http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/CRP/upper_willamette_river_plan.asp 
 
Based on a number of the comments, the Final Plan:   
 

• Places additional emphasis on the importance of implementing Biological Opinion actions that 
will lead to successful reintroduction of naturally reproducing salmon and steelhead above the 
flood control dams in the Willamette River subbasins, and downstream passage for their 
offspring; 

• Places additional emphasis on a suite of actions that will reduce pre-spawn mortality of Chinook 
salmon; 

• Highlights the complexities and long-term challenges associated with setting priorities to actions 
that protect the existing salmon and steelhead habitat and restore the additional habitat needed to 
recover these two species.  As such, the Plan is more explicit about how projects will be 
prioritized, which actions target specific watershed objectives, and which subbasin reaches are in 
greatest need of priority actions; 

• Strengthens language on implementation timelines and includes a new subsection on actions that 
need to be implemented immediately; 

• Defines a new implementation structure that focuses on developing priority actions within 3-year 
implementation schedules, based on coordination between implementers and a coordination body, 
and how implementation, monitoring, and reporting is linked to an adaptive management process 
(see attached page);  

• Includes a new subsection on how population priorities are established; 
• Expands the discussion on the projected effects of climate change and human population growth 

on habitat and the ramifications for salmon and steelhead recovery effort; cross-indexes actions 
that address these emerging threats, and has explicit actions to further define the risk based on 
environment attributes in the subbasins;  

• Clarifies the duality of reducing hatchery program risks while concurrently managing the 
programs to implement needed RME and re-introduction efforts; further clarifies the hatchery 
program strategy for subbasins, and further clarifies the challenges to reducing the number of 
hatchery fish on spawning grounds;  

• Clarifies the need for over-all integration of many related plans so that research, monitoring and 
evaluation of spring Chinook, steelhead, and their habitat, is standardized, prioritized, conducted, 
and reported in such a manner that it leads to a more structured decision making process.   


