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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Oregon law requires the Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) to 
adopt angling regulations annually.  For the 2008 Oregon Sport Fishing 
Regulations, the Commission adopted rules at the August 3, 2007 
Commission meeting.  Since the Rogue River Spring Chinook 
Conservation Plan was not scheduled to go before the Commission until 
September, consideration of any proposed rule changes for the Rogue 
River was delayed until the plan was presented to the Commission.  This 
would allow the Commission to incorporate staff presentations and public 
comment on the plan into their rule making decision.  Issue 1, the only 
issue, deals with two angling regulation options described in the Rogue 
River Spring Chinook Conservation Plan.  These options are shown in 
Attachment 4 of this Commission Packet.  There are also two minor rule 
changes for the Rogue River that have been included in Attachment 4.  
These changes are being presented in September rather than the August 
meeting to avoid confusion over adoption of Rogue River angling 
regulations. 
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

Members of the public were involved with the Rogue River Spring 
Chinook Conservation Task Force, which worked on development of the 
Rogue River Spring Chinook Conservation Plan and the angling 
regulation alternatives.  Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW) and Oregon State Police (OSP) also attended a meeting of the 
Rogue River Spring Chinook Conservation Task Force to discuss angling 
regulation development and to provide comment on some proposed public 
rule changes.  A review of the Rogue River Chinook Conservation Plan 
and the plan was presented to the Commission at the May 10, 2007 
meeting.  Proposed angling regulations for the Rogue River were also 
presented as informational items at the August 3, 2007 Commission 
meeting in Salem.  ODFW distributed news releases in late August 
summarizing proposed rule changes for the Rogue River and soliciting 
public comment.  Commission Packet documents were distributed to 
interested citizens and anyone else who asked for a packet as a result of 
our news releases and postings to ODFW’s website concerning angling 
regulation development information.   
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ISSUE 1 
 

ADOPT 2008 ROGUE RIVER SPORT FISHING REGULATIONS 
AS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

As part of the development of the Rogue River Conservation Plan to 
address long-term conservation of Rogue River spring Chinook salmon, 
nine alternative suites of management options were created.  All of the 
alternatives contain fishery management strategies and options for angling 
regulation changes.  Of the nine options developed, staff will be 
presenting the two options that have the greatest public and staff support.   
 
Alternatives 8 and 9 are described below along with a description of the 
major differences between these options.  Actual rule language for these 
proposals is shown in Attachment 4.  
 
Alternative 8.  Alternative 8 primarily relies on a significant expansion of 
spawning habitat to maintain sequential fisheries on naturally produced 
spring Chinook salmon. 
 
Alternative 8 proposes to eliminate a regulation that splits Section 1 of the 
Rogue River at Whiskey Creek.  Alternative 8 also extends the time 
period of the “1 and 3” rule below Whiskey Creek from May 31 to June 
30 to allow an additional month of protection to naturally produced spring 
Chinook salmon.  The “1 and 3” rule allows anglers to retain 1 unmarked 
spring Chinook per day and 3 per year.   
 
Regulations for Section 2 would continue the restricted harvest of 
naturally produced spring Chinook salmon and extend the “1 and 3” rule 
two weeks later into the season, from July 14 to July 31.  Therefore, the 
non-selective Chinook fishery would start on August 1.  
 
Regulations for Section 3 would divide the spring Chinook salmon rules 
into two areas, Gold Ray Dam to the Highway 62 Bridge at Shady Cove 
and the Highway 62 Bridge at Shady Cove to the Cole Rivers Hatchery 
Diversion Dam.  For the lower area, Gold Ray Dam to the Highway 62 
Bridge, proposed rules continue to restrict the harvest of naturally 
produced spring Chinook salmon by the “1 and 3” rule from January 1 – 
July 31.  For the area from the Highway 62 Bridge to the Cole Rivers 
Hatchery Diversion Dam, proposed rules do not allow the harvest of 
naturally produced spring Chinook salmon, and this area is closed to all 
Chinook salmon angling August 1 – December 31.   
 
Alternative 8 also adds two special regulations for Sections 1, 2 and 3 of 
the Rogue River.  These rules are intended to increase the survival of 
caught-and-released spring Chinook salmon (can not remove released fish 
from the water) and reduce overall hooking rates, including illegal 
snagging of fish (leaders no more than five feet in length).   
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In addition, there is a proposed revision of the Section 1 description to 
deal with some confusion last year during the emergency regulations 
because of the use of the term "tidewater".  This change makes the lower 
river description consistent with other south coast tributaries. 
 
There is also a minor clarification proposal for Section 3 that closes all 
Chinook salmon angling for two additional months at the end of the 
season.  These rule changes are not necessarily part of conservation but 
help to clarify angling boundaries and the fact that there are no Chinook 
fisheries in Section 3 of the Rogue River after October.  These minor rule 
changes would also be included in Alternative 9 rule proposals.   
 
Alternative 9.  Alternative 9 relies primarily on significant improvements 
to fishery management strategies employed over the current habitat range 
of the spring Chinook salmon population.  Angling regulations proposed 
below are designed to decrease harvest and increase spawning 
escapement for early-run and mid-run components of the spring Chinook 
population.   
For Section 1 of the Rogue River, Alternative 9 eliminates a regulation 
split at Whiskey Creek and creates a selective Chinook salmon fishery 
from January 1 – May 31 to protect all naturally produced spring Chinook 
from harvest during this time period.  In contrast, Alternative 8 would put 
in place a “1 and 3” rule through June 30 in this section.  
 
Section 2, under Alternative 9, continues the selective fishery to prohibit 
the harvest of naturally produced spring Chinook salmon from January to 
May 31.  In contrast, Alternative 8 would still allow harvest of naturally 
produced spring Chinook salmon under the “1 and 3” rule from January 1 
to July 31.   
 
The proposal for Section 3 is similar to Alternative 8 in that it divides the 
spring Chinook salmon rules into two areas; but Alternative 9 has the split 
at Dodge Bridge rather than at the Highway 62 Bridge at Shady Cove as 
proposed under Alternative 8.  The difference in area between these two 
proposed sections is approximately 7.4 miles; therefore under Alternative 
9 there would be more area protected from spring Chinook harvest.   
Alternative 9 maintains the selective fishery from January 1 – June 30 in 
the area from Gold Ray Dam to Dodge Bridge and a non-selective fishery 
for Chinook from July 1-August 31.  The area from Dodge Bridge to Cole 
Rivers Hatchery Dam would be closed to all Chinook angling August 1- 
December 31.  Alternative 8 would continue to allow harvest of naturally 
produced fish from January 1 – July 31 in the area from Gold Ray Dam to 
the Highway 62 Bridge and similar to Alternative 9, would close all 
Chinook angling from August 1-December 31 from the Highway 62 
Bridge up to Cole Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. 
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For the upper portion of Section 3, Dodge Bridge to the Cole Rivers 
Hatchery Diversion Dam, Alternative 9 proposes a selective fishery only 
from January 1 to July 31 and this area would be closed to all Chinook 
salmon angling from August 1 – December 31.  Under Alternative 8, the 
comparable section (Hwy 62 bridge to Cole Rivers Hatchery) would also 
be closed to harvest of naturally produced spring Chinook by a selective 
fishery from January 1 to July 31 and similar to Alternative 9, would be 
closed to all Chinook angling August 1 to December 31.   
 
Alternative 9 also proposes to minimize regulation complexity for the 
Rogue River.  There are no additional proposed special regulations 
included under Alternative 8.   
 

OPTIONS 
 

Accept, modify or reject proposed regulation changes. 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Accept changes to the printed version of the 2007 Rogue River 
Sportfishing Regulations as proposed by staff. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Division 016 as proposed by staff in 
Clarification Proposal 1 and Alternative 9 in Attachment 4 [with the 
following exceptions . . . ]. 
 
January 1, 2008 
 

 
 


