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DIVISION 056 

 

  IMPORTATION, POSSESSION, CONFINEMENT, TRANSPORTATION AND SALE 

OF NONNATIVE WILDLIFE 

 

635–056–0010  

Definitions 

For the purposes of these rules, the definitions in ORS 496.004 and OAR 635–045–0002 apply. 

In addition, the following definitions apply: 

(1) “Aquaria” means any tanks, pools, ponds, bowls or other containers intended for and capable 

of holding or maintaining live fish and from which there is no outfall to any waters of this state. 

(2) “Aquaria Fish” means any fish, shellfish or marine invertebrates legally acquired and sold in 

the pet store trade, except game fish, state or federally protected threatened and endangered 

species and those species listed as Prohibited or Controlled. 

(3) “Commercial Fur Farm” means any operation which raises captive fox (Vulpes vulpes or 

Urocyon cinereoargenteus) or mink (Mustela vison) for profit and possesses 10 or more animals. 

(4) “Controlled Species” means wildlife that the commission has placed on the Controlled list. 

(5) “Domestic” means those animals which are identified in OAR 635–056–0020 (Domestic or 

Otherwise Exempt Animals).  

(6) “Exotic” means a wildlife species not native to Oregon; foreign or introduced. 

(7) “Hold” means any form of possession or control of an animal, gamete, or hybrid thereof. 

(8) “Hybrid” means any animal, gamete or egg that is produced by crossing at least one wild 

individual of a species with any other species or subspecies. 

(9) “Import/importation” means to bring or cause live wildlife to be transported into Oregon by 

any means.  
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(10) “Introduced” means a species, subspecies or population which occur in Oregon because of 

human action or intervention, rather than natural (nonhuman) colonization or immigration. 

(11) “Live Foodfish” means any fishor marine invertebrate legally acquired and held in aquaria or 

packaged live and sold in the wholesale or retail trade for human consumption, except game fish, 

state or federally protected threatened and endangered species and those species listed as 

Prohibited or Controlled. 

(12) “Marine invertebrate” means any marine invertebrate species commonly sold in the 

wholesale or retail trade for human consumption, or commonly found in the ornamental aquarium 

trade. 

(13)  “Native” means species, subspecies or populations which occur currently or historically in 

Oregon through natural (i.e. nonhuman) colonization or immigration, rather than by human action 

or intervention. 

(14) “Nonnative” means a wildlife species not native to Oregon; foreign or introduced. 

(15) “Noncontrolled Species” means wildlife that the commission has placed on the 

Noncontrolled list. 

(16) “Prohibited Species” means wildlife that the commission has placed on the Prohibited list. 

(17) “Species” means a unit of classification of animals which are capable of interbreeding and 

producing fertile offspring. 

(18) “Subspecies” means a unit of classification of animals within a species which show 

differences in size, color or form as a result of being partially or completely reproductively 

isolated from other populations of the species. 

(19) “Wild” means all birds and mammals not identified in OAR 635–056–0020. 

(20) “Wildlife” [means fish, wild birds, amphibians, reptiles and wild mammals, including their 

viable gametes, fertilized eggs and hybrids.] is defined at OAR 635-057-0000  

Statutory Authority: 496.012, 496.138, 496.146, 497.298, 497.308, 497.312, 497.318, 498.022, 498.029, 

498.052, 498.222, 498.242 
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Stats Implemented: 496.012, 496.138, 496.146, 497.298, 497.308, 497.312, 497.318, 498.022, 498.029, 

498.052, 498.222, 498.242 

 

635–056–0020  

[Domestic or Otherwise Exempt] Animals Exempt from These Rules

[The commission considers the following birds and mammals to be excluded from these rules and 

thus not subject to the commission’s jurisdiction:] Pursuant to the definition of “wildlife,” 

the following species are not subject to these rules because they are not “wild”: 

SPECIES - SCIENTIFIC NAME 

(1) Alpaca - Lama pacos 

(2) Ass, Burro, Donkey - Equus asinus 

(3) Bison - Bison bison 

(4) Camel - Camelus bactrianus and C. dromedarius 

[Cassowary Casuarius species] 

(5) Cat (all domestic breeds)  - Felis catus 

(6) Cattle and Yak - Bos species 

[Chicken Gallus gallus] 

(7) Chinchilla - Chinchilla laniger  

(8) Dog (all domestic breeds)  - Canis familiaris 

[Ducks and Geese (morphologically distinct from wild 

  waterfowl; except 

  Egyptian geese and Mute 

  swans) 

Emu  Dromaius 

   Novaehollandiae]  

(9) European Rabbit - Oryctolagus cuniculus  
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(10) Ferret - Mustela putorius 

(11) Gerbil - Meriones unguiculatus 

(12) Goat - Capra hircus 

(13) Gaunaco - Lama guanicoe 

[Guinea fowl Numida meleagris] 

(14) Guinea pig - Cavia porcellus  

(15) Hamster - Mesocricetus auratus  

(16) Horse - Equus caballus 

(17) Llama - Lama glama  

(18) Mouse (House mouse) - Mus musculus  

(19) Mule and Hinny - Equus asinus x E. caballus 

[Ostrich Struthio camelus] 

Parrots, Parakeets, Lories, and Cockatoos   Psittaciformes  

 (All species) 

Peafowl Pavo cristatus  

Pigeon or Rock dove Columba livia]

(20) Rat - Rattus norvegicus and R. rattus  

[Rhea Rhea americana and 

   R. pennata ] 

(21) Sheep - Ovis aries and hybrids of O. aries with O. musimon, hybrids of O. aries with 

Ammotragus lervia, and hybrids of O. aries with Pseudois nayaur. 

(22) Swine - Sus scrofa domestica (includes pot-bellied pigs) 

[Turkey (morphologically distinct from wild turkey)   Meleagris gallopavo] 

(23) Vicuña - Vicugna vicugna 

 

(24) Cassowary - Casuarius species 
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(25) Chicken - Gallus gallus 

(26) Ducks and Geese (morphologically distinct from wild waterfowl; except Egyptian geese 

and Mute swans) 

(27) Emu – Dromaius novaehollandiae  

(28) Guinea fowl - Numida meleagris 

(29) Ostrich - Struthio camelus 

(30) Parrots, Parakeets, Lories, and Cockatoos – Psittaciforme (All species) 

(31) Peafowl - Pavo cristatus  

(32) Pigeon or Rock dove - Columba livia 

(33) Rhea - Rhea americana and R. pennata  

(34) Turkey (morphologically distinct from wild turkey) - Meleagris gallopavo 

Statutory Authority: 496.012, 496.138, 496.146, 497.298, 497.308, 497.312, 497.318, 498.022, 498.029, 

498.052, 498.222, 498.242 

Stats Implemented: 496.012, 496.138, 496.146, 497.298, 497.308, 497.312, 497.318, 498.022, 498.029, 

498.052, 498.222, 498.242 
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DIVISION 057 

DEFINITION OF WILD BIRDS AND WILD MAMMALS 

635-057-0000 

Definition of “wild birds” and “wild mammals”

The purpose of this rule is to clarify the scope of the term “wildlife,” which 

according to statute includes (among other things) “wild mammals” and “wild 

birds.”   “Wildlife” is the term used in many statutes describing the regulatory 

authority of the Fish and Wildlife Commission.   The intent of this rule is to include 

as “wild mammals” and “wild birds” all species which, if viewed globally, typically 

exist in a wild state.  Note that other statutes governing the authority of other 

agencies may use terms that (in some circumstances) may overlap with the 

Commission’s authority over “wildlife.”  For example, the Department of 

Agriculture has the authority to regulate the private holding of “exotic” animals, 

some of which otherwise qualify as “wildlife” (and which the Commission otherwise 

is in charge of regulating).  Therefore, the reader is cautioned to note distinctions in 

how Oregon law uses different terms regarding wild animals.  

(1) “Wild mammals” means all mammals except: 

(a) Alpaca -  Lama pacos 

(b) Ass, Burro, Donkey -  Equus asinus 

(c) Bison -  Bison bison 

(d) Camel -  Camelus bactrianus and C. dromedarius 

(e) Cat (all domestic breeds) -  Felis catus 

(f) Cattle and Yak -  Bos species 
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(g) Chinchilla -  Chinchilla laniger 

(h) Dog (all domestic breeds) - Canis familiaris 

(i) European Rabbit - Oryctolagus cuniculus 

(j) Ferret -  Mustela putorius 

(k) Gerbil -  Meriones unguiculatus 

(l) Goat -  Capra hircus 

(m) Gaunaco- Lama guanicoe 

(n) Guinea pig -  Cavia porcellus 

(o) Hamster -  Mesocricetus auratus 

(p) Horse -  Equus caballus 

(q) Llama -  Lama glama 

(r) Mouse (House mouse) - Mus musculus 

(s) Mule and Hinny -  Equus asinus x E. caballus 

(t) Rat - Rattus norvegicus and R. rattus 

(u) Sheep Ovis aries and hybrids of O. aries with O. musimon, hybrids of 

O. aries with Ammotragus lervia, and hybrids of O. aries with Pseudois nayaur. 

(v) Swine, domestic pig Sus scrofa domestica (includes pot-bellied pigs) 

(w) Vicuña Vicugna vicugna 

(2) “Wild birds” means all birds except: 

(a) Cassowary Casuarius species 

(b) Chicken Gallus gallus 

( c) Ducks and Geese (morphologically distinct from wild waterfowl; except 

(Egyptian geese and Mute swans) 
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(d) Emu -  Dromaius novaehollandiae 

(e) Guinea fowl - Numida meleagris 

(f) Ostrich -  Struthio camelus 

(g) Parrots, Parakeets, Lories, and Cockatoos Psittaciformes (All species) 

(h) Peafowl - Pavo cristatus  

(i) Pigeon or Rock dove -  Columba livia 

(j) Rhea -  Rhea americana and R. pennata 

(k) Turkey (morphologically distinct from wild turkey) - Meleagris gallopavo 
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