
Attachment 9 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Public Correspondence 
 
 
 

Public correspondence received  
as of  

July 19, 2007 





Coos/Coquille/Tenmile Coho Public Meeting 
7-17-07 

 
Present: 
Jim Thurber     271-4260 
John Ward  Steelheaders  269-5209 
Jerry Cox  Tenmile STEP  759-4670 
Jim Gannaway     888-5118 
Mike Mader  Tenmile Partnership 759-2414 
Rick Howard  Steelheaders  Bandon 
Ellen Howard     Bandon 
Lloyd Hall     888-3590 
Cliff Lance     267-7178 
Jason Fredrickson Tenmile Partnership 
John Griffith 
Isaac Cyr  OSP 
 
 
 
ODFW Staff: 
Steve Denney 
Dave Loomis 
Rhine Messmer 
Kevin Goodson 
Mike Gray 
Bob Buckman 
Ron Boyce 
Tom Rumreich 
Alan Ritchey 
 
 
Mike Gray, Bob Buckman, and Rhine Messmer presented information related to a 
possible wild coho fishery in the Coquille River, Coos River, and Tenmile Lakes.  After 
the staff presentation, the following comments and questions were raised by members of 
the public: 
 
John Griffith:  Requested clarification on rule approval process 
Messmer:  Permanent rules are printed in angling regulations.  Temporary rules are 
approved by the director.  Coos/Coquille/Tenmile wild coho harvest would be proposed 
as temporary rules and will not be listed in the printed angling regulations. 
 
John Griffith:  Is Elicker the director and what is his stance? 
Messmer:  Elicker is the acting director and he is aware of this proposal but it is working 
through Fish Division now.  After this process it will go to Elicker for approval.   
 



The recent court decision is a new twist.  ODFW is checking with NOAA but it is to 
early to understand the ramifications of the court ruling.  ODFW could proceed with coho 
listed as we did with Siltcoos/Tahkenitch.  We want your comments either way. 
 
Jim Thurber:  There is a dichotomy with the court decision.  The court was harsh in its 
criticism of ODFW and stated the plan was illegal.  This calls into question the entire 
paradigm used to write the plan.  The court has a harsh view of the ODFW approach. 
Goodson:  The state believes our process was accurate and scientifically sound.  The 
judge magistrate provided her findings.  ODFW can file objections by July 30 which 
would be reviewed by a different judge.  ODFW can appeal but we don’t know what we 
will do at this time.  The decision states that NOAA needs to go back and make a listing 
decision without using the states assessment.  There are a wide variety of populations in 
this ESU.  Some are doing better than others.  We may be able to work with NOAA to 
allow fisheries on healthy populations even if listed. 
 
Jim Thurber:  NOAA may consider several critiques by other reviewers.  Extensive 
scientific reviews said the states work was not sound.  ODFW’s optimism should be 
tempered. 
Goodson:  We don’t know where we will be.  We are going forward to find out the 
publics opinion on how to proceed. 
Jim Thurber:  We do not want you to go forward.  People have made sacrifices for 20 
years to recover the coho.  Don’t gamble with the resource.  We heard this proposal 
before and voted unanimously to oppose it. 
 
John Ward:  The steelheaders support this proposal.  I extremely disagree with Mr. 
Thurber.  On the two river systems, we have demonstrated by ODFW research and our 
own fishing experience that there has been a tremendous resurgence of wild coho in the 
two river systems.  On the two river systems, the conservative fishery proposed would 
not harm wild coho.  We have discontinued the hatchery coho program.  In the rivers, if 
wild coho are hooked, many coho released die.  They bleed easy.  If I can keep a bleeder, 
that’s one more fish that won’t be caught.  We support a conservative approach as 
proposed.  We believe this is a great benefit to the public and will cause no harm.   
 
Rick Howard:  I am a Bandon resident and I was born there.  I have been a fishing guide 
the last 14 years.  I have fished the Coos and Coquille since I was a child.  In the 60’s 
there were many thousands of coho.  Since then there has been a decline.  We target 
Chinook but incidentally catch approximately 12 coho every year.  My clients want these 
fish.  There is an added economic benefit to the community that is huge.  Coho don’t bite 
a lot but they are worthwhile and tasty.  The Siltcoos/Tahkenitch data presented was 
helpful.  The same data should be collected for the Coos/Coquille.  The Coquille has 
many fish in the 16-19 pound range.  We catch 3-4 every year.  My clients want to retain 
these.  The Coquille has had 8,000-20,000 wild coho the last few years.  The Coos up to 
40,000.  Why can’t we harvest these fish?  Some basins should be protected, other basins 
have plenty of spawning fish.  Harvest of these adds to our economy.  I am in favor of 
this also because we will catch some of them incidentally. 
 



Jim Gannaway:  I am a salmon fisherman and fish the Umpqua, Coos, and Coquille.  I 
am in favor of the proposal on these rivers.  I don’t know much about the lake system.   
 
Mike Mader:  I am with the Tenmile Lakes Basin Partnership and work with the local 
ODFW staff.  We work on restoration and monitoring projects.  On this proposal, we 
can’t agree.  The Partnership board could not support this.  Data on spawning surveys is 
incomplete.  Landowners resent the management of warmwater fish.   
Messmer:  What is the warmwater fish issue? 
Mader:  Warmwater fish affect the water quality of the lake and impact smolts.  
Warmwater fish have removed rearing habitat in the lakes.  I asked Kin Daily to remove 
all bass regulations and was told that anglers have no impact on bass.  Now there is a 15 
inch limit. 
Messmer:  New western Oregon warmwater biologist can work with you on that.   
Mader:  We have pressured landowners to protect salmon and now the fish will be killed.  
ODFW has been denied access for spawning surveys.  I am frustrated this is coming from 
the local office.  We want to work with ODFW but this is contradictory to the Oregon 
Plan and the conservation plan.  This is the stance of my board. 
 
John Griffith:  The river guys like your proposal, the lake guys don’t like it.  Can we not 
propose the lake fishery? 
Messmer:  That’s what we want to hear from the public.  ODFW is supposed to monitor 
fish runs and recommend where harvest opportunities exist.  The commission then 
considers other factors such as public opinion, politics etc.   
 
John Ward:  A larger percentage of the angling public will want an opportunity on the 
two rivers and not the lake system.  Coho are hard to catch in freshwater.  Quality of fish 
in the lakes is of lesser quality.  Less anglers will be disappointed if there is no fishery in 
the lakes. 
 
Jerry Cox:  Tenmile Lakes have many issues and politics.  Can just Eel Lake be 
proposed with a lower quota?  Leave Tenmile alone.  Eel is a good lake with good habitat 
and no private landowner issues.   
Gray:  Eel Lake has a small number of coho and just a few miles of spawning habitat in 
the two tributaries.  We have trapping data to monitor fish.  Fish numbers have gone up 
from 30 fish to a couple hundred.  There isn’t a fishable number of fish and there is no 
hatchery program there now. 
 
Rick Howard:  The Eastside boat ramp is plugged full in the fall with people fishing the 
Coos.  There are many hours and investment in this fishery.  Economic benefit in the 
Coquille is similar to the Coos.  Economic benefit on the Lake is not the same.  Historic 
lake fish numbers are larger than present.  The Coquille is missing lowland habitat due to 
agricultural development.  Until these habitat problems are solved, we will not see huge 
numbers again.  Still there are harvestable numbers.   
 
Messmer:  ODFW wants people catching fish, not just watching them.  I hope someday 
there are returns to Tenmile Lakes that the people there will want to harvest them.  We 



are evaluating regulations on Tenmile Lakes.  These issues will be dealt with another 
time.  I am hearing that it is too soon for this fishery on Tenmile Lakes but the river 
systems proposed are looked at favorably.  Any other comments on 
proposals/boundaries/season? 
 
John Ward asked boundary question that was answered by Gray 
 
John Griffith:  I like the proposal on the rivers.   Asked for clarification on the one and 
five rule and why the 42S bridge was selected for the Coquille. 
 
Rick Howard:  Many people fish for Chinook above the 42S bridge.  It may be good to 
move the boundary to the NF confluence. 
 
John Griffith suggested the Spruce Street Bridge as a good landmark.   
 
Gray:  Enforcement issues and the belief that 42S is beyond where coho are generally 
caught led us to that boundary proposal. 
 
Rick Howard:  If we have a large run, this quota could be reached quickly.   
 
In a side conversation after the meeting, OSP brought up a general concern with 
boundaries moving around from year to year.  Chandler Bridge has been the upstream 
coho limit for a few years now and anglers understand that.  A temporary rule could 
move it upstream for this year then next year it may be back to Chandler Bridge.  This 
can confuse members of the public and create an enforcement issue.   
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From: Rhine Messmer 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2007 10:15 AM 
To: Sandra Fixsen 
Subject: FW: Expanding the Wild Coho Fishery 
Public Correspondence for the 2008 Angling Regulations
 
Rhine Messmer
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
 

From: Michael Gray  
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2007 11:33 AM 
To: ODFW Info 
Cc: David Loomis; Dave Harris; Rhine Messmer 
Subject: RE: Expanding the Wild Coho Fishery 
 
Thanks, there are proposals for the Coos and Coquille at this time; not the Umpqua that 
I'm aware of.  
 
Mike Gray
 
 

From: ODFW Info  
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2007 11:27 AM 
To: Michael Gray; Dave Harris 
Subject: FW: Expanding the Wild Coho Fishery 
 
Mike and Dave,
I am not sure if this is supposed to go to you, but I thought I would try!!
 
Michelle Young
 

From: J R DICK NORLIN [mailto:JRNORLIN@MSN.COM]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2007 4:20 PM 
To: ODFW Info 
Subject: Expanding the Wild Coho Fishery 
 
I applaud this proposal!!  I fish the Umpqua, Coos and Coquille.  I catch 5 to 10 wild fish 
each year from tidewater to the Forks of the Umpqua.  I have switched to a single siwash 
hook and never net the wild ones.
 
From what I observe, the population is expanding in spite of others netting the fish, 
putting it into the boat, and releasing it after an inordinate amount of time.  I believe these 
are dead fish although they do swim away.
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This is a tragic loss of a resource.
 
A regulation similar to that of wild winter steelhead would be a step forward I believe.  By 
that I mean we could retain a limited number of the wild fish per season-say 5 like the 
steelhead for simplicity.
 
John Norlin
POB 511
Winchester, Or 97495
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From: Rhine Messmer 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2007 2:03 PM 
To: 'Jim Fairbairn' 
Cc: Sandra Fixsen 
Subject: RE: Fishing Success 
Jim, thank you for your comments.  I will forward them to the Commission for their consideration. 
 
Rhine Messmer
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
 

From: Jim Fairbairn [mailto:Jim.Fairbairn@charter.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2007 8:35 PM 
To: Rhine Messmer 
Cc: Fabian Carr; Tom Sutton; Alice & Frank Massingale; Darrell Tufly; dave grosjacques; Larry Phillips; 
Mike Brochu; Robert L. Jenkins; Laura S. Jackson; Adam Pearson 
Subject: Fw: Fishing Success 
 
I am not in favor of a change in winter steelhead regulations on the Umpqua  or North 
Umpqua rivers.
 
I can only offer anecdotal evidence for my "scientific" opinion but please see the 
attached e-mail which documents the release of twenty N. Umpqua spawned-out 
winter steelhead one day last April.  Ironically Mike and Casey had "hooked up" for 
the trip due to Casey's concern that he and fellow guides "were hammering the fish on 
the Umpqua".   I do have concerns regarding sidedrifting guides allowing clients to sort 
for size and gender (females) but for at least one day last spring, I know of plenty of 
steelhead who'd  already had a chance for procreation (with no hatchery 
involvement).
 
Also, I do NOT think there is a hatchery program for winter steelhead on the N. 
Umpqua.  Presumably, this is due to the fact that the run is considered to be "healthy".  
If there are no fin-clipped fish to take, a few harvested wild fish will not hurt.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Fairbairn
Umpqua Fishermen's Association
 
PS - Laura or Fabien, would you please forward this to Dave Loomis - I don't have his e-
mail - thanks.
 
----- Original Message ----- 
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From: Jim Fairbairn 
To: Adam Pearson 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2007 3:19 PM
Subject: Fishing Success
 
Adam,
 
Here are the particulars re. the fishing trip I told you about on the phone:
 
Yesterday, April 18th, Mike Brochu of Myrtle Creek, past president of the Umpqua 
Fishermen's Association joined his friend Robbie Leiberman for a trip in Roseburg 
professional guide Casey Malepsy's  driftboat down the North Umpqua river.   They put 
in at Colliding Rivers boat ramp at 7 AM and before ending their day at Page Road 
boat ramp just upstream of Winchester dam the two anglers had caught and released 
21 wild steelhead (ironically this trip is 21 river miles).  Since it's late in the season, all 
but one of the fish had previously spawned and so they where (and still are) heading 
back downstream to the ocean.  Obviously the fish must've been somewhat famished.
 
Feel free to contact Mike Brochu if you have other questions.  He loves to talk about 
fish and fishing issues.  He's a member of STAC and you'll have to ask him what that is.  
Mike's number is 839-4853.
 
I snapped the photo at the end of their trip from my boat on a rather blustery day.  Just 
half an hour before the picture was taken, it had hailed for about 10 minutes but... 
luckily, my boat has a lid.  Mike's the one pointing at me.
 
Regards, Jim Fairbairn, UFA
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From: Rhine Messmer
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2007 1:59 PM
To: 'Gary Frazier'
Cc: Sandra Fixsen
Subject: RE: Umpqua Steelhead

Mr. Frazier.  Thank you for your comments.  I will forward them onto the Commission for consideration.    

Rhine Messmer
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

-----Original Message-----
From: Gary Frazier [mailto:gfrazier@rosenet.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2007 5:06 PM
To: Rhine Messmer
Subject: Umpqua Steelhead

Dear Mr. Messmer,

Have fished for steelhead on the Umpqua for 37 years , and would like to share a few observations on the proposed limitations on native fish.My information on the proposal itself  is an article in today's Roseburg News Review.

A quote from the article is more true and revealing than the speaker probably intended. "Every guide from Portland to Brookings is on the water," bringing clients to fish on the Umpqua when conditions are low, said Gary Lewis, owner of Gary's Guide Service in Roseburg. (the garbled quotation marks are the News Review's ) That quote makes my primary point. Thirty years ago guides were fewer in number and were likely to fish only their local river or two. Most boats that pass my home on the North Umpqua are guide boats which put tremendous pressure on the public resource in their pursuit of private gain. ODFW exercises virtually no restraint on guides. Guides flourish while the general public suffers more limitations on bag limits and seasons--as true for hunting as for fishing.

Limit guides who exploit the resources for profit , or see the numbers of "citizen sportsmen " continue to decline.

Some possible solutions :      Fewer Guides
                                           Guides limited to their county of residence
                                           Clients of guides not allowed to kill fish
                                            Guides limited to three days of operation per week
                                           Raise the cost of guide licenses to produce revenue for hatcheries and resource improvement

The guides and their associations work hard to have warm , fuzzy relationships with ODFW. Seems to me that the public interest calls for ODFW to show some determination to diminish the abuse of the resource by non-sportsmen.

                                                                       
Gary Frazier,  Roseburg
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