
Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Oregon law requires the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (OFWC) 
to adopt angling regulations annually.  Issue 1 and 2 of this Agenda Item 
Summary deal with adoption of these rules.  During the year 2004, the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) conducted an extensive 
public involvement process, including nine public meetings, before 
bringing the proposed 2005 angling regulations to the OFWC for 
adoption.  During 2007, ODFW staff developed proposals to modify the 
2007 angling regulations for 2008 (displayed in Attachment 5) through 
consultation with Department of Justice (DOJ), Oregon State Police 
(OSP) and key constituent groups.  ODFW proposes changes to the 2007 
regulations that fall into one or more of the following categories: 

 
• Critical conservation needs 
• Housekeeping and error corrections 
• Inadvertent restrictions 
• New or expanded non-controversial angling opportunities 
• Regulation changes directed by basin plan adoption 

 
In addition, proposals for expanded trout and salmon angling 
opportunities are being proposed as part of ODFW’s emphasis on 
increasing recruitment and retention of anglers. 
 
Also included in this Agenda Item Summary under Issue 3, staff will 
present an informational briefing on two angling regulation alternatives 
developed as part of the Rogue River Spring Chinook Salmon 
Conservation Plan.  These draft rules are shown in Attachment 8.  The 
Rogue River Spring Chinook Conservation Plan will be presented to the 
OFWC for adoption in September 2007, followed by a presentation and 
adoption of angling regulations for the Rogue River.  
 
For Issue 4, Staff will also present a progress report on our efforts to 
develop potential inland wild coho salmon sport fisheries along the mid 
and southern Oregon coasts. 
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

ODFW distributed news releases in late July summarizing key issues 
associated with the proposed 2008 angling regulations and soliciting 
public comments.  We distributed a complete set of proposals and 
briefing documents to interested citizens and anyone else who asked for a 
packet as a result of our news releases and also posted angling regulation 
development information on ODFW’s website.  A public meeting on 
Umpqua wild steelhead angling regulation proposals was held in 
Roseburg on July 19, 2007.  Multiple public working group meetings 
were held on development and review of the Rogue River Chinook 
Conservation Plan and the plan was presented to the OFWC at the May 
11, 2007 meeting.  A public meeting on inland wild coho salmon fisheries 
was held in Coos Bay on July 17, 2007.  
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ISSUE 1 
 

ADOPT THE 2008 OREGON SPORT FISHING REGULATIONS 
AS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES; CHANGES OF UNIVERSAL 
DATES FOR FISHING SEASON OPENERS. 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Staff proposes that the OFWC essentially re-adopt the 2007Oregon Sport 
Fishing Regulations with three sets of changes.  Issue 1 concerns the first 
two sets of changes, which are merely technical and noncontroversial.   
 
• The first change deals with changing all references in the OARs 

concerning the “2007 Sport Fishing Regulations” to refer to the “2008 
Sport Fishing Regulations,” as shown in Attachment 6. 
• The second set of changes will effect a uniform change of date for 

the fishing season openers to reflect that the fourth Saturdays of 
April and May 2008 are different dates than the fourth Saturdays 
of April and May 2007.  Other date changes specific to days of the 
year have been changed, as described in Attachment 4.   

 
We expect the first two tasks to be non-controversial, therefore we have 
included action on both of these items in one draft motion. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Accept the proposed regulation changes. 
2. Modify the proposed regulation changes. 
3. Reject the proposed regulation changes. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Accept changes to the printed version of the 2007 rules and make 
universal changes to the 2007 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations 
pamphlet to reflect calendar dates of opening of the 2008 fishing season 
as proposed by staff. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Divisions 011, 013, 014, 016, 017, 018, 
019, 021, 023 and 039 as proposed by staff in Attachment 6, and to 
uniformly reflect the calendar dates for trout season openers as described in 
Attachment 4 and shown in Attachment 6 [with the following exceptions . . . 
]. 
 
January 1, 2008. 
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ISSUE 2 STATEWIDE AND ZONE BY ZONE ANGLING REGULATIONS 

PROPOSED FOR THE 2008 OREGON SPORT FISHING 
REGULATIONS PAMPHLET 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

This issue relates to actual proposed changes in the angling rules for 
2008.  Development of the 2008 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations 
takes place in an interim year, the last interim year before the more 
extensive public process that will be used to develop the 2009 Oregon 
Sport Fishing Regulations.  Staff proposals this year follow interim year 
guidelines with a focus on housekeeping and clarification changes.  In 
addition to interim changes, staff has proposed several rules for 
expanded trout and salmon angling opportunities.  These are changes 
that are likely to impact angling opportunities; therefore, the proposed 
changes are highlighted in Attachment 4.  Attachment 5 lays out in table 
format, all proposed rule changes for the 2008 Oregon Sport Fishing 
Regulations pamphlet.  Current proposals have been given a proposal 
number and are highlighted in yellow.  
 
Staff has also proposed several formatting changes, typographical or 
grammatical corrections to improve the readability of the 2008 Oregon 
Sport Fishing Regulations.  Additional information on the nature of 
these changes is contained in Attachment 4.     
 
In anticipation that the OFWC will approve the universal date change to 
reflect season openers for 2008 in its action on Issue 1, staff has also 
shown those date changes in Attachment 5 as they will appear in the 
Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet.   
 

OPTIONS 1. Accept the proposed regulation changes. 
2. Modify the proposed regulation changes. 
3. Reject the proposed regulation changes. 

 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Accept the proposed regulation changes as recommended by staff and 
public proposals. 
 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to adopt the 2008 Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet as proposed by 
staff in Attachment 5 to reflect changes made to the 2007 rules  [with the 
following changes] and authorize staff to make text or formatting changes to 
correct typographical or grammatical errors, correct inadvertent 
inconsistencies, improve readability or to meet publishing needs. 
 

Coho Salmon rules for Siltcoos and Tahkenitch lakes effective August 3, 
2007; Remainder of rules effective January 1, 2008. 
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ISSUE 3 ROGUE RIVER SPRING CHINOOK SALMON ANGLING 
REGULATIONS; ALTERNATIVES 8 AND 9 FROM THE 
ROGUE RIVER SPRING CHINOOK SALMON 
CONSERVATION PLAN 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Staff will be presenting the OFWC information on two sets of angling 
regulation options outlined in the Rogue River Spring Chinook 
Conservation Plan.  These options were developed as part of 
development of a conservation plan to address long-term conservation 
of Rogue River spring Chinook.  Staff is not asking for adoption of any 
of these alternatives today.  Instead, thorough review of the plan and 
alternatives will be presented at the September 2007 OFWC meeting, 
below are some of the key points of the regulation alternatives: 
 

• Alternative 8 provides protection for naturally produced spring 
Chinook salmon by maintaining the 1 and 3 rule (allowing 
harvest of 1 unmarked salmon per day and 3 per year) for most 
of the early run of spring Chinook salmon.  There are also 
selective fisheries and closures proposed for the upper section of 
the Rogue River.  This alternative also proposes two special 
regulations aimed at reducing the mortality of caught-and-
released salmon and gear restrictions to reduce hooking rates, 
especially illegal hooking and snagging. Specific proposed rule 
changes are outlined in Attachment 4.   

 
• Alternative 9 provides protection for naturally produced spring 

Chinook salmon by implementing a selective fishery that 
prohibits the retention on unmarked spring Chinook salmon.  
There are also area closures in Section 3 to protect all spring 
Chinook salmon.  There are no additional gear restrictions under 
Alternative 9. 

 
 

OPTIONS N/A. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
N/A. 
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ISSUE 4 PROGRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF INLAND WILD COHO 

SALMON SPORT FISHERIES; ANALYSIS AND 
POSSIBILITIES 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Staff will provide an informational update on our efforts to implement 
several inland wild coho salmon sport fisheries potentially under 
temporary rules later this year.  No OFWC action is requested today 
under this item.  Staff are currently looking at opening limited wild 
coho salmon seasons on the Coos and Coquille rivers and on Tenmile 
Lake. Seasons would begin in September or October and will be 
occurring in tidewater areas only in the Coos and Coquille systems and 
in Tenmile Lake. These systems currently support robust wild coho 
salmon populations, and our analysis of recent coho salmon runs and 
expected coho returns in 2007, indicate that limited quota based 
fisheries can be implemented while still meeting conservation and 
recovery objectives for these basins.  Statistical creel surveys will be 
planned for opened areas to determine angler pressure and harvest.  
Staff also held a public meeting in Coos Bay on July 17, 2007 to present 
proposed fisheries to the public and provide an opportunity for public 
questions and comment.  Staff will provide more details on these 
proposed fisheries at the August 3, 2007 OFWC meeting at which the 
public will also have additional opportunity to provide public comment.  
A summary of the July 17, 2007 public meeting will be presented at the 
August 2007 OFWC meeting.  
 

OPTIONS Commission comment. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
N/A. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

N/A. 
 
 
N/A. 

 


